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‘Deakin offers a course in Optometry that is 1.5 
years shorter than any other Optometry course 

in Australia. This means I am able to get into the 
workforce faster and achieve things at an earlier 

age. I am passionate about helping people, 
especially those in rural areas who have less 

resources surrounding them. I believe that 
Optometry is a career that can help me 

achieve my goals.’

NATALIE DOWLING
Optometry student

Bachelor of Vision Science/Master of Optometry
 
Waurn Ponds (Geelong) 
3.5 years accelerated full time program delivered over 10 consecutive 
trimesters

Deakin University’s Faculty of Health offers Australia’s first accelerated 
optometry course. Offered as a combined course, the Bachelor of Vision 
Science/Master of Optometry, Deakin’s optometry program makes it 
possible for students to obtain a professional optometry qualification in 
just three-and-a-half years of full-time study. 

Optometry at Deakin provides you with a comprehensive understanding 
of the practice of optometry, with strong foundations in science, inter-
professional health practice, commercial awareness and practice 
management, so that graduates are well equipped for a variety of 
employment opportunities.
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D302 Bachelor of Vision Science/Master of Optometry

Year 1

Trimester 1 Principles of Optics 
HMO101

Health Information and Data 
HBS108

Understanding Health 
HBS107

Cells and Genes
SLE111 

* SLE010: Laboratory & Fieldwork Safety Induction Program

Trimester 2 Science of Vision 1 
HMO102

Clinical Optics 
HMO103

Ocular Structure
HMO104

Chemistry in Our World SLE133  
or Chemistry for the  

Professional Sciences SLE155

Trimester 3 Science of Vision 2
HMO201

Ocular Function 
HMO202

The Business of Optometry
HMO105

Accounting for Decision Making
MAA103

Year 2

Trimester 1 Health and Vision Sciences 1
HMO203

Principles and Practice of Optometry 1
HMO204

Trimester 2 Health and Vision Sciences 2
HMO303

Principles and Practice of Optometry 2
HMO304

Trimester 3 Health and Vision Sciences 3
HMO305

Principles and Practice of Optometry 3
HMO306

Year 3

Trimester 1 Advanced Optometric Studies 1 
HMO701

Trimester 2 Advanced Optometric Studies 2 
HMO702

Trimester 3 Community Optometry 1
HMO703

Year 4 Trimester 1 Community Optometry 2
HMO704

 

Get into the workforce faster 
This is Australia’s only accelerated 
combined course in optometry, 
completed in just under 3.5 years 
so you can enter the workforce as 
much as 1.5 years earlier.

Be in high demand 
With effectively full employment 
and job opportunities in Australia 
and New Zealand, as well as in the 
UK and Canada (subject to sitting 
conversion examinations).

Hands-on learning 
Learn by doing short-term and 
extended workplace-based clinical 
placements in metropolitan and 
regional areas, and through using our 
purpose-built clinical skills laboratory 
and fully-fitted optometry practice.

Gain professional accreditation 
As a graduate of this course, you will 
be eligible to apply for registration 
with the Australian Health 
Practitioner Regulation Agency 
(AHPRA), and to Medicare as a 
service provider. Deakin Optometry 
has been awarded ‘accreditation 
with conditions’ by the Optometry 
Board of Australia.

Comprehensive study 
The course comprises 40 credit 
points. All credit points within this 
course are compulsory and you 
must pass all first year units, or 
receive credit for prior learning for 
these units, before moving to the 
second year.
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Careers in optometry
Deakin optometry graduates will be well prepared for employment in a diverse range of work settings including, but not limited to, 
private practice, corporate and community settings, hospitals, clinics, health services, state and local governments, non-government 
organisations, research institutes and tertiary education institutions. Career and employment opportunities for qualified 
optometrists include private and public eye care, practice ownership, research and teaching, associates in eye surgery practice, and 
recognised areas of interest within optometry such as low vision, paediatric vision and therapeutic eyecare.

Regional and Remote Entry Scheme 
Deakin is committed to training 
work-ready optometrists to address 
the workforce shortage in eyecare 
in regional, rural and remote areas 
of Australia. Our ‘Regional and 
Remote Entry Scheme’ is available to 
applicants who completed their Year 
12 studies in a school located in any 
non-metro area of Australia or from 
within the City of Greater Geelong.

For more information, contact
03 9251 7777
health-enquire@deakin.edu.au
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