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Burning Questions

What might a cultural micro-sociology of female/male  economic disadvantage look like and account 
for?

Do we return to theories of cultural production whilst remaining committed to understanding novel 
mechanisms of reproduction? 

How does culture and structure come together to shape the generative, temporal elements of female 
youth culture in changing times (‘praxeological perspective’)?  

How would this framework move beyond divisions between  poststructuralist analysis, aesthetic 
analysis/cultural versus overly deterministic materialist/ideological accounts? 

How might an account of social space (e.g., , globalizing geographical divisions), premised on a 
particular set of social, cultural and economic relations,  advance this theoretical framework? 

How do shared material positions  (positions in the political economy of globalization) intensify 
class-conflict across female youth cultures/groups? What role do these conflicts play in restructuring 
youth in contemporary global systems?

What role can critical historiography play in reconfiguring this debate?



Radical Historiography (Felman, Arendt, Steedman)

• Radical historiography of marginalized group captured in time/space

• Role of representation in regulation/reproduction of gendered subject

• Role of historical representation in state formation and constitution of 
subject/citizen over time

• Role of representation in creating ‘world alienation’, ‘mere appearances’, 
‘enforced narratives’ of selfhood, and ‘truth cults’ about marginalized youth 

• Representation, history and theories of power, epistemic posturing of youth 
communities over time





Theoretical Framing: Cultural Micro-Sociology/
Cultural Geography as Sociology of Temporal/Spatial Containment

• Youth understood through time/space link in micro-contexts

• Class, subculture, and history linked to geographical arrangements of power in urban 
space

• micro-’geographies of exclusion’, ‘territoriality’ and containment in reproduction of 
labour-class/working class youth 

• Spatiality of urban life tightly bound to structures

• urban space/identity as structured around ‘classification struggles’

• links betweeen (marketizing) reforms, the reproduction of the labour class and the 
spatial formation of ‘criminogenic spaces’

• reconsider rules and ‘rituals of territoriality’, place and identity among youth and links 
to desires for ‘symbolic ownership and control’ (Cohen)



Theoretical Framing: ‘Symbolic Domination
and Youth Identity Formation (Bourdieu)

• youth subject formation grounded in symbolic/masculine domination 
regulating cultural classed forms of masculinity and femininity

• Youth identities are bound by cultural codes of masculine inheritance, 
‘repositories of capital accumulation’, vehicles of gendered meaning & desire

• ‘Embodiment of domination’ 

• Cultural/differentiated elements of discourse in urban space/schools which 
make symbolic domination possible



Spatial Ethnographies of Exclusion

• Context mapping
• Urban zoning policies
• characterization of 

urban space (impact on 
neighbourhoods)

• Critical/Radical 
Historiography (eg. 
archival analysis, 
photographic analysis)

• Historiographic 
analysis of youth 
representations 

• Critical media 
analysis

• Photo-narratives 
• Time lines
• Critical film analysis





MIRA T HRIV ES: BUT M O THE RS RAR E LY DO
Te xt/ Ima g e S ymb o ls/References La r ger So cia l Order/ Process

‘Gi mme  l o ve’ gen d ered , i n secu re pri v ate,
hel p less fema le.

P u b l ic mascu l i n i t y as rat i o nal capab le
se lf; Lib era l  su b j ect as breadwi n ner,
p r o tect o r, ci t izen ; C o nfl ati o n o f
gen d ered  sp ace of h o melessness with
hel p less n o n -ci t izen.

‘Jazzie is  a  tal l
g i rl wi t h
g o r geous g reen
ey es a n d  t he
wo r n l o o k  of a
m uch  o l der
wo man ’

S y m b o l/referen t  as fe male
o b ject  t o be co n s ume d  b y
reader , n o t  u n ders t o o d as
so c ial l y p o sit i o ned  i nsi de
class  s tru ctu re/ s ocial
o r der wh ich  p riv i leg es
‘ g o o d g i r l  nar rat i ve’

Fai l ure /success nar rat i ve of gendered
sp ace i nsi de g l o bal, tra nsnat i o nal
co m pet i t i o n ; S y m b o lic  d o m i nat i o n
em bed d e d i n  st r uct ure  o f  n arrat i ve
ab o u t  what, rat her t han  who, Jazzie is (a
‘fa ilu re’ ) ; S tasi s i n  narrat i v e rat her t han
Aren d t ian  sel f u n f o l d i n g, p osi t i o ned
ag ain s t  s uccessf u l, ach iev i n g
heg emo n i c, wh ite  mascu l i n i t y as f o rce
over fem ale  b o d ies, re pro d u c tion o f
gen d ered  d i fferen t iat i o n

Mo t h er - ‘ d y i n g
i n fan t’

sy m b o l ic refere n t  t o
m o t her as cri m i nal ,
m u r derer, m o n s ter

Lia b ili t y / v ict i m izat i o n  st o r y, sy m b o l ic
reg u lat i o n o f  fem a le s u b ject res p o nsi b le
f or deat h  ra t her t han  st r uct u re

female co n t r ol o ver fai l u re, n o t s uccess.
(agency  f or ep ist emo l o g ica l fai l ure,
‘ mere a p pearance’  o ver ‘ mean i n g f u l’
co n tex t , i n tersu b j ect i ve relat i o n s &
sp ace n o tion o f p u b l ic as ‘at r isk ’

no t h eatre  o f  a p pearances, g i r l as
d ramat ic act o r ( i n c o ntr o l  o f fail e d
des tin y ) fo r horr ifi e d  s pectat o rs
( d isr u p tiv e  fem i n i n i ties, gen d ere d  l o g ic
o f i den t i t y )



Structura l /Cu l tur al Absences in Represen t ati o n a l  F orm:

Mu l t i l ocat i o n ali t y of d i verse g r o u ps, d i versi t y  of fe male h o m eless ness ( i ts co m p osi t i o n,
co n s tit u t i ve elemen t s, o n t ology o f self- d isp l a y, nat ure  o f  c o nfl ict , s ocial n arrat i ve,
classi f icat i o n s tru g g l es u n derta ken b y  y o u t h, soci a l co n d i t i o ns o f sp ace and sel f h o o d -
metap h y s ical d i l emm as - tem p ora lit y an d  spat ial i t y o f  la b o ur i n  s pace).

Str ate g ies:

Tru s t  nar rat i ve rep l aces st rai g h t f orward  p o l ici n g n arrat i ve, c o nfl ict  i n sp ace is rep resse d,
l i beral l iab i l i t y rat h er t han s ocial  res p o nsi b i l i t y f o r ms s tru c t ure  o f  nar rat i ve, co n t est i n g
acco u n ts rela ted t o  soci al l ocat i o n  of spea ker, specta t or narra tiv e.



ST R E E T KIDS NE W  GOA L: M OTH ERH OOD
Te xt/ Ima g e S ymb o ls/References La r ger So cia l Order/ Process

‘Girl s  wh o  l i ve on
t he st reet  are n o t
o n l y c o n tri b u t i n g  t o
t he ri se i n teenag e
p regnancy ’

‘Girl s  are n o t wo m e n’ -
ch i l d l i ke sy m b o l ;
‘Ki ds hav i n g k i d s’ -
Pater nal ist ic refere n t

Re g ula tion o f p u b l ic/ p r i vate gender
o r der as classed, su g g est i n g s y m b oli c
d o m i nat i o n i n  fo r m  o f dev ian t,
wh i tewashed  fe min i n i t y .

‘Ref usa l’ t o  hav e
ab o r t i o n

Irrat i o nal  ‘m o t her - mad -
co n sci o us’ ; d e via n t
d o mesti cit y ; cr imi n o g e nic
when  sp ace is  v i ewed as
occ u pie d  b y ‘s treet g i r l’.
No  me n t i o n  o f  fat her.

Re pro d u cti o n of d o x ic fo r m  o f
mascu l i ne d o m i nat i o n  wh ich i s
racial ize d ; h i d den  co n fli c t  o ver w h o is
leg i t i mate, classe d & g e n dered s u b ject .

‘Po o res t, y o u n gest ,
m ost  tro u b led ’
se g men t

(see ab o v e) E xcl usi o n  of class, race & g e n der
co n f l ict, i n v isi b le pedag o g y  of gender
sa l vat i o n co mes w hen assi m i lat i o n o f
one class in t o  an o t her ( reasser t i o n o f
m i d d le-class, female em b o d ime n t  o f
o r der ‘en f orced n arrat i ve as def ici t
posi t i o n  in relat i o n t o  ‘p r o per  space’

Structura l /Cu l tur al Absences in Represen t ati o n a l  F orm:
* tem p o ral i t y ab sen t f r o m s pace o f h o melessness
* d i v isi o n s between c o nsu mer a n d h o melessness, class p r i v ile ge, an d  class c o nfl ict
*no s pace t o  co n tex t ual ize, e m b o die d  i n fema leness ( o r d e via n t, p o or fe male i d e n tit y )
*se x ual ized  ord er ar o u n d c omp u l s ory heter ose x ual i t y as m i d d le-class i deal
* female y o u t h pover t y s pace as h i g h l y  crim i n o gen i c, mo re reg u lated  t han o t her  spaces

Str ate g ies: t act ical e xcl usi o n s, re pet iti v e  t rau ma narrat i ve, i d e o l o gical s u b ject i o n t o
assi m i lat i ve n arrat i ve o f p r o gressiv e  female self (wh o  d oes n o t  wan t c hil d ren ),
st rateg i c/s y m b o l ic d i sco u rse



MOS T  BAB I ES SEIZ ED, B U T H OME L ESS T RY AGAIN
Te xt/ Ima g e S ymb o ls/References La r ger So cia l Order/ Process

‘Nobody l o ves t h em’ ;
‘Miss i o n t o  m oth erh o o d ’ ;
‘Fa n tasy  fa mil y ’

Dev i a nt se x ual ity ;
m o t her def i ned  b y lac k ;
mar kers of excl u s i o n
( us/ t hem ) al i g n i n g
sp ectat o r w/ heg e m o nic
gaze

Ho melessn ess i n f ract u red
fam i lies;  in d i v i d ual
fam i l y/w ome n  pat h o l o g ize d ;
rep r o d uct i o n o f g e n dered s ocial
o r der, mid d l e-cl ass i deal  as
en f o rced  stateh o o d ;  re pro d u ces
p u b l ic/ p riv a te s p l it.

Wh y  d oes sh e hav e
bab ies?’

Pat h o l o g y o f d esi re;
m o ral over t o ne as
pater nal i sti c, ir rat i o nal
female.

Co n f l ict m asked  i n s ymb o l ic
power  of q uest i o n ;  re produces
l i beral s u b ject  - Wh o  is  e nti t led
t o a p pear /ask ?

‘So c iet y may  n o t reject t he
si n g le m o t her m o ral l y
an y m o re, b u t s he is
fre q uen t l y an  eco n o m ic and
so c ial o u tcast ’; ‘It is al l
ab o u t  p o verty .  T hey  are t h e
ch i l d ren o f  p o verty hav i n g
ch i l d ren ’

Pro g ress narrati v e  as
sy m b o l  of so cia l
ex clu s i o n.

S o urce o f cycle of p o ver t y
l ocat e d i n y o u n g  wo men  (as
mech a n ism o f  rep r o d uct i o n
ab sen ts soci al o r der).

‘We have al l bee n s h own
what  t o d o . Bu t  we have
fam i lies t o d o  th a t, th e y
d o n ’ t’; ‘Nu r ses, co u n sel l o rs
an d  o t her wo r kers at t h e
sh e lter are th e  s o urce o f al l
wisd o m  t o t he y o u n g
wo man ’.

Mo t h er- made-
co n sci o us/ ser vice
wo r kers em b o d y M o t her
as v i r t ue, as teac hers;
mater nal  gaze

Re pro d u cti o n of d o x ic gender
o r der (wh i te m i d d le-class
cu l t u ral cap i tal).

‘Fi n d i n g housi n g  is  a
d i fficu l t  task  . .i t 's up t o m e
t o f i n d  a  p lace a n d  I  h a ve t o
lear n  fr o m  m i sta kes’ .

Lib era l, rat i o n al su b jec t;
au t h o r o f  dest i n y.

Hi d den  soci al co n s trai n t s
l ocat es b l ame  wi t h i n
i n d i v i d ual.



Research Approaches with Youth

• 1.  YOUTH PHOTO- NARRATIVE PROJECTS

• In this task, youth participating in the study will be given disposable cameras that they will use to 
take photos of the spaces they visit and inhabit daily. The youth will be asked to avoid photographing 
people and will instead be encouraged to photograph the various places they visit regularly or the 
general surroundings where they live. While participating youth will be encouraged to photograph 
the sites where they visit and largely inhabit in the city, any photo which exposes the confidentiality 
of participants or the participating institutions, will not be used in any of the published material. The 
key purpose in gathering any photographic data at this stage is to illuminate sociologically the social 
spaces (sites and places in regional or local context) youth inhabit in any given geographical location. 
As has been the case in other studies using photography or film studies work (such as AKA Don 
Bonus, by producer Spencer Nakasako), the photographic element of the work is intended to shed 
light on the youth’s perspectives of their own social conditions through a study of spaces they 
themselves inhabit. It is also an attempt to allow young people to deploy their own perspectives on 

the larger issues of social exclusion through the creative practice of photography.



2. CRITICAL MEDIA/FILM LITERACY

What are the main themes of the film?

What did you think of the film? Did you like it? If so, why? If not, why not? Do you relate to the 
experiences of the young person/people represented in the film? Why or why not? 

How are your own experiences different? Why do you think your own experiences are different?

Is there any particular reason for this difference? Geographical location, etc?

Whose best interests are/were served by the film? Do you think your best interests are represented in the 
film?

What kind of a film would you make if you had the opportunity? Who and/or what would be represented 
and why? What would be the key ideas or themes you’d represent in your film on a related topic? 
Describe the main characters and what they would be doing?



Political Economies of Containment and Ambivalence











Enforced Narratives of Motherhood and Heterosexuality







Stasis, Sedimentation/Doxa and Change

FORMS OF STATIS/CONSTANCY OF 
STRUCTURE

*working class girls as embodiment of deviance, 
promiscuity or imagined mothers

*deeply sedimented ideas about femininity still tied to 
ritualistic and traditional norms (unlike middle 
class girls) of symbolic control

*masculine/symbolic domination is mechanism through 
girls regulate each other/reproduce inequality

*intra-class conflict plays powerful role in regulating 
marked female bodies, forms of self-survelliance, 
social divisions, and formations of contemporary 
youth subcultures

*historical representations resonate with sedimented
cultural ideas about female youth poverty

*girls embody such sedimentation and perform 
elements of it

FORMS OF CHANGE

*Desires to break class ranks among girls

*Female embodiment of masculine forms of symbolic 
control

*Political economy of constraints and ambivalence

*Patterns of work aspiration linked to dreams of 
freedom from constraint and desires to consume

*Reorganization of urban space and concentration of 
working poor creates new social divisions which 
shape deeply contradictory identity positions of 
female selfhood (ambivalence. Self protection, 
and social alienation)

*Fragmentation of strongly classed communities 
undermines resistance mechanisms among 
working class youth and heightens conflict within 
class and gender formations


