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Mobile Kinscapes: 
Youth stewardship and Indigeneity in the multicultural settler nation 

  
Western settler nations (e.g., Canada, the US, Australia, Aotearoa, etc.) are colonial 
countries where “the settler never left” (Tuck and Yang, 2012). Under the adaptive 
neocolonial logics of settler nations, Indigenous peoples have been systematically excavated 
from their homelands, enabling the proliferation of a white anthropocentric settler ideal. In 
this presentation, I examine how white dominion, Indigenous nativism and minoritization 
are (re)constituted under the shifting contours of the new multicultural settler nation, which 
is characterised by eroded Indigenous sovereignty, renewed white longing and resentment, 
increased hybridity, mobility and migration, a growing anthropocene footprint, and 
uncertain and deeply racialized hyper-capitalist conditions.  
  
I am particularly interested in understanding how young people’s responses to these 21st 
century dilemmas are being depoliticized as the neocolonial management of diverse bodies 
is extended and reimagined under the capitalist logics of bio-medicalization. Increasingly, 
white youth anxieties about their possible futures have been appropriated by the 
pharmaceutical industrial complex and framed as “mental health” disorders, with 
striking impacts on social and educational systems serving young people. In contrast, the 
persistent policing and necropolitical tracking of racialized others (de Finney, 2017) obscure 
the central role played by the medico-legal alliance in re-enshrining the sanctity of white 
settlements and white life (Palacios 2017).  
 
In examining these questions, I draw on the concept of kinscapes (Atkinson, 2013; 
MacDougall, 2015) to consider how young people’s socio-political and material relations and 
(im)mobilities are constituted  through settler-Indigenous-racialized relations. With a focus 
on my Indigenous homelands and the Canadian settler multicultural kinscape, I consider 
questions such as: What precarious attachments are being formed and performed as young 
people living in white settler nations look for new kinscapes of engagement with whiteness, 
Indigenous resurgence, and multicultural urbanities? What other onto-ethical frameworks 
might be available to youth who want to be good relatives and good stewards outside of 
anthropocentric settler logics? Amid growing concern for the anthropocene and 
posthuman/multispecies relations, how might Indigenous tribal ethics support Indigenous 
futures and disrupt settler durabilities –and at what cost? 


