DU + DHS Partnership

Research and Evidence-based Practice Advisory Group

2009
The Research and Evidence-based Practice Advisory Group (REPAG) has recognised that it has valuable role across the DU + DHS Partnership given its relevance to the other advisory groups.  This has already been flagged specifically in relation to a request to assist in evaluation of the Public Health Forums.  

The REPAG has identified three priority areas that it would like to form the focus of its work during 2009.  In order to progress these areas, smaller working groups will be convened in each of these areas and will report back to the REPAG when it meets.  It is recommended that these Project Teams are as follows:

1. Regional Research Centre Project Team;

2. Evaluation Support Project Team; and 

3. Thinker in Residence Project Team.  

Outlines for these Project Teams are as follows:

1. Regional Research Centre Advisory Project Team
Aim: To progress planning that has been done to date under the banner of the Centre for Population Health to support the development of a Regional Research Centre that will manage and interpret data sets relating to population changes and needs for the Geelong region and for other regions – according to needs identified by government and non-government bodies, and according to research programs driven from within the Alfred Deakin Research Institute.  
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2. Evaluation Support Project Team
Aim To provide specific support and expertise in evaluation activity being undertaken by the Partnership and to address requests to the Partnership in relation to this activity.  The Project Team will identify needs and opportunities in relation to strengthening the capacity of the sector to evaluate core and project activities.  Its role may include working with the Public Health Forum Advisory Group to provide specific advice on evaluation issues, developing an evaluation approach to address the needs of the health education sector across the region and providing a reference point for Kathryn Von Treuer and her team who are conducting an evaluation of the Partnership.  
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3. Thinker in Residence Project Team
Aim: To work with G21 to plan for this project.  This includes work on proposal development, consideration of appropriate candidates, key strategic areas of focus, work program and topic areas for consideration by the “thinker”.  If the proposal is successful, this group will work with the “Thinker” to secure key outcomes of relevance to the Partnership and the Barwon-South Western Region more broadly.  
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