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Abstract 

When teachers work with students to learn and communicate 
about their local rural and regional environments using a wide set 
of literate repertoires, they are faced with a range of curriculum 
and teaching challenges. This presentation draws on an ARC 
Linkage Project (2005-2007) in which teachers worked to address 
these challenges as part of the Special Forever ‘environmental 
communications’ program sponsored by the Primary English 
Teaching Association and the Murray Darling Basin Commission. I 
draw on case studies of 8 teachers who brought together studies 
of the environment and an expanded view of literacy–including 
multimodal literacy and multimedia communications–to explore 
what different approaches to studying and representing ‘place’ and 
‘the environment’ make it possible for students to experience and 
to communicate about their learning. 
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