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Careers and Employment

www.deakin.edu.au/careers

Where will my Arts degree take me?
Arts graduates are highly employable as Arts programs provide a unique opportunity to develop the mix of intellectual skills, disciplinary knowledge and new media competence that is needed in a constantly evolving workforce. Arts graduates are not locked into a skill that becomes quickly redundant, they are flexible, multi-skilled, and able to think – to be self-starters. They understand society and the forces of globalisation that are transforming the world.
Deakin Arts offers education that combines generic intellectual skills – analysis, critical thinking, research, teamwork, written and oral communication, and information retrieval – with applied and professional training. Graduates can aspire to be employed in:
· Communication and media industries – journalism, television, advertising, public relations (government, corporate, community), multimedia, publishing, freelance editing, and web design;
· Government and community – public service, defence and security industries, local government, community development, criminal justice agencies, social welfare, non-governmental agencies;
· International careers – diplomacy, defence, intelligence, immigration, international development, international aid agencies, NGOs with regional and global links;
· Performing and creative arts industries – professional and creative writing, dance, contemporary performance theatre, live theatre and television, arts administration, film and video making, freelance photography, animation, independent production.
Arts graduates enter a wide variety of employment, partly because the range of skills and knowledge developed by studying an Arts degree is very broad, but also because Arts graduates develop the kind of general skills employers desire. Specialist knowledge gained through more vocationally oriented courses can date quickly and most graduate jobs do not require a specific degree. Arts graduates often discover, and employers confirm, that they are better suited to the requirements of the modern labour market than those with a more narrow vocational qualification. The kinds of ‘general’ skills employers of graduates report they most value include the following:
· Excellent communication and presentation skills

· Problem-solving, analysis and decision making skills
· Conceptual ability
· The capacity to learn new skills and procedures, and adapt to change

· The ability to apply knowledge in the workplace

· The ability to accept responsibility and authority

· The ability to work with and under the direction of others

· The ability to be tolerant and accepting of different values

· At least basic computer and workplace numeracy skills

It has been said that the most important skill that can be developed by studying a university degree is the ability to manage information and use it effectively: Arts graduates are experts at managing knowledge and information, and being able to communicate it effectively.

Internships
www.deakin.edu.au/arts/internships 
Internships provide students with the opportunity to combine work-integrated learning with theoretical knowledge. ‘Internships’ refer to structured placements which have academic credit attached to them. They have specific outcomes to enhance the student’s skill development and involve meeting prerequisites and an application process. Students are normally eligible to apply for these internships in their third year of study. 

The following are specific descriptions of possible placement areas for the relevant streams of study:
· Graphics: graphic design, interior design, web design, multi media and commercial art.
· History: war and peace, modernisation and social change, colonialism, nationalism and internationalism, gender in history and the holocaust. 
· International Studies: international organisations, non-government organisations, charities and international media agencies.
· Journalism: daily newspapers, mainstream magazines, television networks and radio stations.
· Media Arts: photography, sound, digital media, web design, animation, and video or film specialisation.
· Performing Arts -Dance: dance groups, schools, community arts and choreographers.
· Performing Arts - Drama: theatre companies, schools, costume departments and casting agencies.
· Politics and Policy Studies: taxation, employment, gender, environment, industry, health, education, and the broader areas of economic and social policy.
· Public Relations: crisis management, organisational public relations, public relations campaigns and event management.
· Sociology: counselling, social research, community capacity building and welfare.
· Visual Arts: art galleries, museums, design companies and arts organisations. 
Honours
www.deakin.edu.au/arts-ed/courses/honours/index.php 
There are both intellectual and career reasons why you might want to do an Honours degree. The Bachelor of Arts (Honours) allows you to study aspects of your undergraduate major in depth and prepares you to move successfully into postgraduate research. The program is available by full or part-time study. An Honours degree is also a measure of quality: in mastery of a particular subject and content; in the generic skills of analytical thinking, research and communication; and in the personal skills of self-management under pressure.  All are skills that are increasingly valued in a tight job market, particularly for jobs that involve policy development and managerial responsibility. 
Humanities and Social Science graduates can become.....

Journalists ~ Politicians ~ Research Assistants ~ Administrative Officers in government and the private sector ~ Managers in the retail industry ~ Members of the diplomatic corps ~Trade Representatives between two countries ~ Overseas Business Coordinators ~ Human Resources Consultants ~ Social Science Researchers ~ Writers and Editors ~ Management Trainees ~ Members of the Armed Services ~ Media Assistants/Media Relations Officers ~ Trade Mark Examiners ~ Broadcasters ~ Communication Advisers ~ Information Officers ~ Advisory Officers ~ Policy Analysts ~ Publications Assistants… 

By adding on an additional postgraduate qualification to your Arts degree (incl. Honours), you can become...

Accountants ~ Librarians ~ Teachers at primary and secondary level ~ Business Consultants ~ Computing Consultants ~ Human Resources Managers ~ Community Welfare and Social Workers ~ Consultants and Managers in the tourism and hospitality industries ~ Marketing and Advertising Consultants ~ Counsellors ~ Psychologists ~ Curators of museums ~ Police Officers, Detectives and Investigators ~ Industrial Relations Consultants…
Resources

· Graduate Career Industry Profiles  www.graduatecareers.com.au
· Out in Front with an Arts Degree (Video) available for viewing at the Careers and Employment Centre on your campus.
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