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Careers and Employment



www.deakin.edu.au/careers

Career planning and job search

The career planning process is essentially one of working out where you want to go and devising a plan to help take you there – wherever that might be. Career planning is a process of matching yourself to a suitable career.

To do this you need to:
1.
Undertake a process of self-awareness to ascertain your strengths, values and interests. (See career matching and personality assessments handout for assistance in this regard.)

2.
Undertake a process of occupational awareness to become familiar with the details of the vast array of careers available. The course you are undertaking, units you study, majors you are doing, the requirements of relevant professional associations allied to your strengths, values and interests will all contribute to determining your career options.

These first two steps will enable you match yourself to possible careers. Be realistic and consider factors such as the specific features of each job, job location, working conditions, job outlook and prospects for promotion. You might like to consider running your own business. Whatever your choice, it must be what you want for yourself.

The process involved in ‘getting that job’ includes:

· making use of relevant resources to learn about where you can locate jobs and how you can enhance your chances of ‘netting’ the job you want,
· researching prospective employers and networking

· developing appropriate cover letters and resumes

· doing well in the interview and passing the various selection tests you might have to undertake 

It is beneficial to ‘experience’ your chosen career areas whilst undertaking your studies. Such opportunities are available through vacation employment, work experience, volunteer activities, study and work exchange programs, internships and co-operative programs.

The websites listed below vary in style, quality, and complexity. Their listing is only intended to refer you to some sites which you may find helpful as part of your career planning and job search processes. Many are completely free, whilst some may make a charge for providing personalised reports. You may be required to register as a member on some of the sites in order to be able to access particular information. Registration is usually free. If you find a valuable website that we have not included, please let us know and we can add it to this list.

	Web address
	Career Planning
	Decision Making
	Job Search
	Resume
	Interests

	www.myfuture.edu.au  
	
	
	
	•
	•

	www.cdm.uwaterloo.ca/index.asp 
	
	•
	
	•
	•

	www.mazemaster.on.ca  
	•
	•
	•
	•
	•

	www.jobhuntersbible.com  
	•
	•
	•
	•
	

	www.jobweb.com  
	
	
	•
	•
	

	http://career.missouri.edu/students/explore/thecareerinterestsgame.php 
	
	
	
	
	•

	www.careerperfect.com  
	•
	•
	•
	•
	•

	www.iccweb.com 
	•
	
	
	
	

	www.careersonline.com.au
	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
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