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Careers and Employment



www.deakin.edu.au/careers

Postgraduate study

What is it?

So, you’ve completed or are about to complete your undergraduate degree. Are you still eager to do more study but don’t know what to do? Honours programs are one option. You are normally invited to undertake an honours year and this is regarded as an extension of your undergraduate program, rather than being considered postgraduate study. A whole world of postgraduate options is also available. The titles of these awards include:

· Graduate Certificate - usually takes six months of full-time study or equivalent part-time study.

· Graduate Diploma - usually takes twelve months of full-time study or equivalent part-time study.

· Masters by Coursework - usually takes up to two years of full-time study or equivalent part-time study.

· Masters by Research - usually takes up to two years of full-time study or equivalent part-time study.

· Doctorate by Coursework - usually takes about three years of full-time study or equivalent part-time study.
· Doctorate by Research - usually takes about three years of full-time study or equivalent part-time study.

Many postgraduate courses are available by both on-campus and off-campus modes of study and often through either full-time or part-time study. These options provide flexible learning modes to meet the differing needs of students.

Course work or research – what’s the difference?

Having completed undergraduate qualifications you will have a good idea of what course work programs are like.

Coursework programs give you the opportunity to complete postgraduate programs within a structured format of lectures, seminars and/or tutorial groups. Some coursework programs may also contain research components and/or dissertations. You may undertake a Graduate Certificate, Graduate Diploma and Masters by coursework.

Research programs, on the other hand, are less structured and are for students who want to pursue their own theories and ideas at a high conceptual level and in a more independent manner than coursework programs. A limited amount of coursework may be included in some research programs.

To ensure that you enrol in a course that is appropriate for you and will assist in achieving your goals it is vital that you discuss the programs available with the relevant School, Faculty and your Careers Service.

What are the benefits of postgraduate study?

If you have just completed undergraduate qualifications then postgraduate coursework programs can help you to further develop skills and knowledge learnt through your earlier studies, they may provide you with opportunities to study in a completely different area or they often can provide a particular vocational focus to enhance your undergraduate qualifications.

If you are established in your chosen area of employment then postgraduate study can often advance your professional practice and lead to enhanced career progression or it may provide you with opportunities which may lead to a change in career.

Or you may wish to undertake postgraduate study simply because of your interest in a particular field and for the pleasures of personal life long learning.

How and when do I apply for courses? 

There is no centralised system for applying for postgraduate courses unless you are wishing to apply for postgraduate programs in Education. In Victoria, all postgraduate programs in Education are processed through the VTAC system and you can find these details at www.vtac.edu.au. For all other postgraduate programs you need to approach each institution individually to check processes and closing dates, since they vary widely.

Where can I get more information?

Visit www.deakin.edu.au/courses to explore the range of options available. You can access the latest copy of the Deakin University Postgraduate Studies Handbook or specific course brochures from the above website or contact enquire@deakin.edu.au.  
You can search courses available at Australian universities and higher education providers through the national, searchable online resource for courses offered by Course Finder  provided at www.goingtouni.gov.au. You can use the Course Finder to search and compare courses by a variety of criteria, including by specific provider, approximate course fees and entry cut-offs.
The Graduate Careers Australia website is a great resource providing information about issues to consider, scholarships, studying overseas and resources to help you explore available courses. You can find all this and more at www.graduatecareers.com.au .
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