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Careers and Employment



www.deakin.edu.au/careers

Unusual and atypical careers

An unusual occupation is probably one that you do not know much about, simply because not many people do it. You might be attracted to such a job because it matches your particular skills or interests. Sometimes making a hobby into a job leads to doing something unusual but very suitable to you. 

It may be that you are interested in an occupation that is not typical for someone of your gender, age or background. You might need information about what is involved in the job and how to get into it. This sheet will help you find what you are looking for.

To open up a range of career options, including atypical ones, think about your own interests and talents, skills, abilities and what you want out of a job. Consider the desire to travel, to help those in need, to take risks and challenge yourself physically and emotionally, to make money or to break down traditional stereotypes or barriers. You might like to speak to a careers adviser- a session or two can help you match your personality and preferences to a list of possible occupations. Call Student Life on (03) 9244 6300 for an appointment.

Your task is really a research one. You will need to be prepared to use the internet, career resource centres and to seek out individuals who work in your field of interest or who work with people who do. Personal stories can be inspiring and demonstrate that dreams, even wacky ones, can come true.

If you want to find out about the range of interesting and unusual occupations available, there really is no limit. 

· Start by referring to the VTAC guide and TAFE course directories that are available online at www.vtac.edu.au and in hard copy from newsagents, the career resource centres at most universities and TAFE institutions. There are many interesting courses available, particularly if you consider doing a combined, double degree. These can open up many unusual occupations.

· Look at the Job Guide, also available online at www.jobguide.dest.gov.au where an index of occupations organised by area of interest is provided. Match this to what you find in the VTAC guide.

Another way to learn about options is to find and talk to people who do interesting jobs. 

· Email or telephone professional organisations, many of whom can be found in the Job Guide or on My Future, to ask questions and contact individuals. Find details for professional associations in The Yellow Pages at www.yellowpages.com.au and on the careers web site: www.deakin.edu.au/careers 
· Also use special interest magazines and newsletters as sources of information and contacts.

The Age newspaper runs a feature section titled ‘Odd Jobs’ where unusual occupations are profiled. 

· Do a search to see what you can find. Also look at www.myfuture.edu.au   
· A really effective way of telling whether a job is of interest to you is to volunteer or ask for work experience for a short period. 

Some other useful websites are:

· www.deakin.edu.au/careers/resources 
· www.careerfaqs.com.au  

· www.getaccess.com.au 
Some interesting, unusual and atypical occupations to consider are:
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B

Actuary 



Beekeeper

Animator 



Biostatistician

Astronomer 



Book binder

Audiologist



Bushland regenerator

C




D

City planner



Dance therapist

Conservator



Diplomat

Criminologist



Diversional therapist



E




F

Econometrician 


Fisheries officer

Ethnomusicologist


Film and TV director

Endodontist 



Foreign affairs officer

Exhibitions officer


Forensic psychologist


G




H

Gemmologist


House parent

Geoscience technician

Hydrographer

I




J
Indigenous Community liaison
Jewellery Designer
L 




M

Landcare worker 


Makeup artist

Massage therapist

O




P

Orthoptist



 Patent examiner
R 




S






Radio presenter 


Set designer 



Sound technician

T 




V





Trichologist 



Viticulturist




· Women in trades such as metal work, electrician or building. 

· Men as receptionists, childcare workers and cosmetics salespeople. 

For details look into apprenticeships and traineeships at www.australianapprenticeships.gov.au 
Top Tip: Follow your dreams and find out what is possible - the sky is the limit.
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