      www.deakin.edu.au/study-skills

My language development action plan
iDeaL completion date:
_____________


[www.deakin.edu.au/ideal]
	iDeaL scores:

	Reading:
	Writing:
	Listening:

	Understanding information ____%
Making inferences ____%
Reading critically ____%
	Editing ____%
Using vocabulary ____%
Expressing logical relationships ____%
Connecting ideas ____%
	Listening for details ____%
Making inferences ____%
Following extended speech ____%

	Overall reading score ____%
	Overall writing score ____%
	Overall listening score ____%


My priorities and strategies: 
	Skill to work on

(from above)
	Strategy

(check iDeaL or talk to a Language and learning adviser)
	Frequency

(daily/weekly)
	Record of completion

(dates, durations)

	eg Writing - Using vocabulary

	Use a thesaurus to complete crossword puzzles
	Daily, Monday-Friday
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Date to review my plan: _____________     Date to complete iDeaL again to check my progress: _____________     
How to develop your plan
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Sample plan

	My priorities and strategies 

Skill to work on

(from above)

Strategy

(check iDeaL or talk to a Language and learning adviser)

Frequency
(daily/weekly)

Record of completion

(dates, durations)

Writing – I know I’ll need to improve my vocabulary to meet the challenges of university learning.
· Make my own word list (with definitions) as I read and try to use 3 of these words at least once each day.
· Daily, Monday-Friday
9 February: used 3 words today (: instance, probability, associate.

10 February: busy today ( – will do 5 words tomorrow morning.
Listening: understanding information

· Use the free online listening activity on  Study skills success
· Every Wednesday morning
10 February: prediction  section – not too hard
Listening 

– some accents can be difficult.

· Listen to iLectures and check notes on difficult sections

· The same day as the lecture or next day

Friday week 1: completed – all 4 units.


Review date: 1st Tuesday of every month
Date when I plan to complete iDeaL again: Intra-trimester break


English language skills for academic and professional success…
Reading skills:

Understanding information means being able to identify specific details to fully understand a text and being able to use the information in a new context. This is an important skill for you as a university student as it is essential for accurately restating (paraphrasing) others’ ideas in written assignments. In addition, the ability to efficiently comprehend details will allow you to handle your university reading much more competently.  
Making inferences is about understanding more than what is explicitly stated in a text. This involves identifying the style of a text, comprehending implications and drawing logical conclusions. This will also help you to comprehend and analyse the writer’s argument. 
Reading critically means using a range of skills and strategies to understand the main idea of a text. This might mean following the discussion or point of view, or evaluating the material and drawing conclusions based on what you have read. As part of your studies you will be asked to read widely and critically evaluate texts. It is essential to be able to follow, analyse and compare arguments and discussions in a range of different types of texts. 
Writing skills:

Editing involves identifying errors in grammar, spelling, punctuation and usage. This is an important skill at university, as you are expected to proofread and correct every piece of writing before you submit it. Errors of grammar, spelling, punctuation and usage in your papers could affect your marks at university. 
Using vocabulary means choosing an appropriate word for a given context.  The use of appropriate and accurate vocabulary enables you to communicate your meaning precisely—to say exactly what you want to say. If you have a wide vocabulary to draw from, you can make your writing clear and easy to understand. 

Expressing logical relationships involves showing clear connections between ideas within a sentence. To be able to communicate your message clearly, the connections between ideas must be evident. Being able show the relationship between ideas within a sentence will allow you to communicate effectively. 

Connecting ideas relates to the flow of your writing. Ideas need to be logically ordered and linked, and the progression of ideas through a text should be logical and smooth. When aiming to convey your argument through a written text, you need to ensure that your ideas are clearly and logically organised so that the reader can identify and follow the progression of your thought. 

Listening skills:

Listening for details involves listening closely to identify specific information. This is an important academic and professional skill. To communicate effectively you need to be able to identify the key information and respond to it accordingly, for example, in a conversation or during a meeting. 
Making inferences relates to understanding more than what is explicitly stated, for example, understanding the intention, tone, attitude, purpose and context of what you hear.  A large part of meaning is conveyed outside the specific words, so when you can make accurate inferences you will be better able to understand the speaker’s meaning and intention. 

Following extended speech means using a range of listening skills and strategies to understand the details and main ideas of a longer spoken text. A great deal of information is communicated through extended listening situations, for example, lectures, tutorials, meetings and training sessions. You will need to extract the key information from these longer texts and use it to communicate with others.
STEP 1: Have you completed all the online language activities at � HYPERLINK "http://www.deakin.edu.au/ideal" �www.deakin.edu.au/ideal�? You can go back and complete the activities if you need to. This takes about an hour: 20 minutes each for the Reading, Writing and Listening sections. 











STEP 4: Language development is an ongoing process. Work out a date to review your plan and a date to return to do iDeal again to see how your language skills are developing.











STEP 2: Note your scores. These are available on your iDeaL home page when you complete all sections.











STEP 3: Focus on two or three areas that you would like to improve. This plan is just for you, so make it realistic and relevant to your own needs. 


Click on the hyperlinks on your results page for ways to develop your desired skills.  You can also have a look at the sample plan below. 











