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We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the lands and waterways on which our University sits. 
Deakin campuses are built on the Countries of the Wadawurrung people (Geelong), the Wurundjeri 
and Boon Wurrung peoples (Melbourne), and the Gunditjmara people (Warrnambool). We give our 
deep respect and gratitude to their Elders past and present for their care of Country.

There is no doubt that 2021 
was a challenging year for 
the Deakin community. 
However, the stories in the following pages 
demonstrate the incredible things we can 
build and nurture when we work together. 
This publication is a celebration of our donors 
and partners, and the life-changing outcomes 
made possible by their vision and generosity.

A powerful example of this is our landmark 
research into the nation’s understanding of the 
Holocaust, led by Associate Professor Steven 
Cooke. This work launched on International 
Holocaust Remembrance Day and was featured 
across a huge range of media outlets, sparking 
national conversation. This important project has 
a direct connection to Deakin’s founding Vice-
Chancellor, illustrating how the pursuit of new 
knowledge crosses time and place, and benefits 
many, often in surprising ways. 

In more transformative research, Professor Felice 
Jacka continues to lead as Director of Deakin’s 
Food and Mood Centre, the only research hub 
of its kind in the world. This growing community 
of scholars is discovering how nutrition and diet 
affect mental health and wellbeing, and the Centre 
is quickly becoming a research powerhouse. 
Philanthropy has made much of this possible.

I was moved by the personal story of Doug and 
Barbara Wilson, who have entrusted Deakin with a 
postgraduate nursing scholarship, in the memory 
of their late daughter, Anthea. Education shapes 
and connects lives, and this beautiful, enduring 
gift will do exactly that. Former long-serving staff 

Welcome from our  

Vice-Chancellor
member Professor Lawry St Leger, and Dr Pam 
St Leger have also supported a cause they are 
passionate about – in their case, nurturing the 
next generation of population health researchers. 
Both the Anthea Jane Wilson Scholarship, and the 
St Leger Scholarship were awarded for the first 
time in 2021. 

The University’s vision for 2030 acknowledges 
partnerships as the crucial element in all our work. 
Deakin’s School of Engineering is now in its 30th 
year and has been shaped by its industry partners 
and sponsors, who welcome our students and 
provide them with invaluable professional 
connections and experience. The NIKERI Institute, 
a national leader in the higher education of our 
First Peoples, has deep connections with the 
communities it serves – across the state and 
around the country. 

On the sporting field too, it is relationships that 
allow Deakin to provide tailored support to the 
elite athletes who balance sporting success with 
their studies (including our Winter Olympics gold 
medallist in the moguls, Jakara Anthony!).

To each and every donor and partner, I offer my 
thanks. I look forward to expressing my gratitude 
in person at one of our upcoming donor and 
alumni events. 

Professor Iain Martin 
Vice-Chancellor 
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2 Deakin University

the year in numbers 

2021 -

$4,720,619
New philanthropic funds given

2020: $3,071,492

$1,298,525
Largest gift given 
Anonymously to marine science research

2020: $385,000

76
students supported through the 
Student Emergency Assistance Fund

$30,197
matched by Community 
Bank Deakin University

$1,391,255 
Given to support scholarships  
for Deakin students

2020: $1,168,600

100
Donors support  
philanthropic scholarships

2020: 57 donors

60% 
regional/remote  
Australia

39% 
major cities

1% 
overseas

Scholarship recipients

Scholarships at a glance 2021

112 
Donor-funded  
scholarships available

1900+ 
Applications received 
from students for donor-
funded scholarships

23,407
Graduates joining the  
alumni community 

2020: 17,155

324,306
Deakin alumni

Among the Top 1% of all 
universities worldwide
Shanghai Rankings Academic Ranking  
of World Universities

Ranked in the Top 50 young 
universities in the world
Q5 top young universities

Most satisfied students in the 
Australian State of Victoria 
for 11 consecutive years 
Australian Graduate Survey and Graduate  
Outcomes Survey, QILT (2010-2020)
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The Faculty of Health

Food and 
Mood
“You are what you eat.”

It’s an age-old expression,  
but what does the science say?

Deakin’s pioneering Food & Mood 
Centre, led by Professor Felice Jacka 
OAM, is uncovering the incredible, 
complex connections between 
nutrition and mental health. 

“The philanthropic support that we've received 
has been absolutely fundamental in giving us the 
money that we've needed to generate pilot data, 
which are now informing large grant applications,” 
Professor Jacka says. 

“Our research in Nutritional Psychiatry has really 
shifted some paradigms. It has had a major 
international influence in terms of informing 
the public via the media. It's now manifesting 
in changes to clinical guidelines in psychiatry 
from the peak psychiatric bodies, to changes 
and recommendations in policy documents. 

Translating research so that clinicians can 
better treat their patients is a key part of the 
Centre’s remit. 

Doctors and psychiatrists generally receive very, 
very little training in nutrition during their entire 
medical training,” Professor Jacka explains.

“The most recent Royal Australian and New 
Zealand College of Psychiatrists clinical guidelines 
for how we treat people with mood disorders – so 
that's depressive and bipolar disorders – now puts 
diet alongside exercise and smoking and sleep as 
the foundations of treatment. So, it says before 
you do anything else, you need to support your 
patients to achieve a healthy diet. 

Professor Felice Jacka OAM draws upon her own 
experiences as an adolescent experiencing anxiety 
and depression, to inform her world-leading 
research today. 

“Like many people, I love food, I love cooking, 
and I was always very interested in how food, as 
our fundamental petrol that drives all the aspects 
of our bodies and brains’ functioning – how 
that might intersect with psychiatric disorders,” 
Professor Jacka explains. 

Professor Jacka initially studied fine art, before 
undertaking further studies in psychology. 
Mentored by eminent scientist Professor Michael 
Berk, Professor Jacka discovered a new passion 
for research. Armed with this motivation and 
support, she secured a PhD scholarship to 
undertake a landmark study of people's diets and 
how these linked to their clinical depressive and 
anxiety disorders. 

“It ended up being published on the front cover 
of the American Journal of Psychiatry, which was 
a pretty big deal. And that was because it was 
the first study to really look at food in relation 
to these clinical mental disorders and make that 
connection,” Professor Jacka says. 

Initially, her work was met with some opposition. 

“A lot of my peers were very, very sceptical at 
the start of the research, and that was something 
that I took on the chin and just made me more 
determined to do high-quality science so that 
anything that we did could be held up to the light 
and scrutinised and we could have some faith 
in it,” she says. 

And that's continued to be my 
overarching goal – to develop not just 
the evidence base, but the very best 
quality evidence base that we can.” 
– Professor Felice Jacka OAM

That’s where Deakin’s Food & Mood Centre 
comes in. Founded by Professor Jacka in 2017, it 
is the only research centre of its kind in the world 
focusing on nutritional psychiatry. More than 
20 projects are currently underway including 
examining the role of nutrition in depression, 
anxiety, schizophrenia, Alzheimer’s disease, 
eating disorders, and even multiple sclerosis. 

The Centre has been successful in gaining large, 
highly competitive government funding, and 
philanthropic support from the Wilson Foundation 
and other valued partners has provided a 
vital kickstart to further generate additional 
funding opportunities. 

Professor Felice Jacka OAM, Director  
of Deakin's Food & Mood Centre.  

Photo by Paul Hermes.
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The Food & Mood Centre have also been leading 
the development of clinical guidelines for the use 
of lifestyle medicine in mental health treatment. 
This is part of a joint international taskforce, 
supported by philanthropic funding from Wilson 
Foundation. These important guidelines will 
be published in 2022 and provide an essential 
resource for the application of lifestyle medicine 
in psychiatry across the globe. 

Another critically important study supported by 
philanthropy, currently underway, is developing 
the initial evidence for fecal microbial transplants 
(poo transplants!) for people with clinical 
depression. The results will then allow for funding 
applications to competitive grant funding bodies 
for a full-scale trial. It is hoped that this may result 
in a new treatment for depression, which is one of 
the leading causes of disability globally. 

Having marked five years of operation, and 
achieved incredible growth in this time, Professor 
Jacka is positive about the Centre’s future. 

“My particular focus is growing, mentoring, and 
supervising the next generation of Nutritional 
Psychiatry researchers. And I take that role 
very seriously and I also enjoy it enormously,” 
Professor Jacka says. 

“We have at least 20 different projects underway, 
and I wouldn't be able to tell you which one I 
thought was more important than another – 
they all hold the potential to be life-changing 
for patients living with a wide range of serious 
mental and brain disorders.” 

For more information on Professor Jacka’s projects 
including Deakin’s Food and Mood Centre, visit 
foodandmoodcentre.com.au.

SMILES 
Depression accounts for the 
leading global burden of disability. 
Remarkably, there have been no new 
pharmaceutical treatments for major 
depression for decades. 
The Food and Mood Centre’s SMILES trial was the first randomised 
control trial in the world to test the hypothesis that if you help people 
with severe major depressive disorder to make improvements to their 
diet, that it would have a real benefit to their mental health. 

The research proved the hypothesis and showed that such interventions 
are highly cost-effective. It suggests that some people may be able to 
transform their mental health with the right dietary intervention.

Now that's very easy to say in a 
clinical guideline, but unless the 
physicians are actually trained 
in what the evidence base says, 
and how you might make those 
recommendations to patients so 
that they have the benefit and they 
can actually make those changes to 
their lifestyle behaviours, there's 
going to be this big gap.”
– Professor Felice Jacka OAM

Professor Felice Jacka OAM, Director of 
Deakin's Food & Mood Centre. 
Photo by Paul Hermes.

Professor Jacka and her colleagues at the Food 
& Mood Centre are working hard to bridge this 
“translation gap.” 

Philanthropic funding has allowed the Centre to 
create a role focused on education and training. 
The open access online training course for the 
public – “Food and Mood: Improving Mental Health 
Through Diet and Nutrition” – has already enrolled 
more than 70,000 people from 170 countries and 
counting. Funding support is now enabling the 
development of accredited training in Nutritional 
Psychiatry and its application, for psychiatrists, 
general practitioners, dietitians, and other health 
practitioners and services. It is hoped that further 
philanthropic support can be secured to fund 
programs in both primary and high schools. 
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  Honouring a 
“born rescuer”

The Faculty of Health

When Doug and Barbara 
Wilson discuss their late 
daughter Anthea, they 
remember her as a  
“born rescuer”. 

“If there was a cat or bird with a broken wing, 
she’d bring it home. She was just that sort of 
child,” Barbara recalls. 

As a young adult, Anthea had rushed to the aid of a 
stranger in a car park who required urgent medical 
assistance. The young man had broken his leg, and 
Anthea drove him to the nearby hospital to ensure 
he received the care he needed. 

Several years after that incident, Anthea decided 
to pursue her passion for nursing while working in 
aged care. Over time, she completed her university 
studies and found her calling – emergency nursing. 

The chaos and danger of the emergency ward 
didn’t faze Anthea, even when violent or 
aggressive patients were involved. 

“When she passed, a lot of her nursing colleagues 
contacted us and said how good she was. She was the 
go-to nurse if there was a problem or someone was 
acting up, she’d go and sort them out,” Doug says. 

As Doug and Barbara navigated the shock and grief 
of losing their daughter, they considered how they 
might like to honour Anthea’s memory. During 
Anthea’s own time as a patient in the intensive 
care unit at the Alfred Hospital in Melbourne, her 
parents were struck with the quality of her care. 

“We wanted to do something that would help us 
and help others remember Anthea and the fact 
that she was here, and she made a difference,” 
Doug reveals. 

The couple researched Australia’s best nursing 
schools and determined that Deakin – ranked 
in the world’s top 30 for nursing studies – was 
the right fit. With the assistance of the Deakin 
Advancement team, the Anthea Jane Wilson 
Scholarship was created. It is awarded to a 
postgraduate nursing student each year and 
covers  half of their program fees. 

The Wilsons’ generous gift has been structured so 
that the donation will generate investment returns, 
enabling the scholarship to be awarded in perpetuity. 

“We've had lots of tears, but they’re happy tears. 
And I think that's the thing about this scholarship – 
it's a happy thing,” Doug says. 

Mr Cowan has a particular interest in the role of 
nurses in providing critical care. He has dedicated 
himself to his work at the Austin Hospitals ICU and 
puts himself on the line daily through his work 
on the COVID ward. His own educational journey 
hasn’t been easy, as he has navigated a cancer 
diagnosis and study, all while making his work to 
help others a priority. 

"The funds from the Anthea Jane Wilson Scholarship 
have been an extraordinary help. It has allowed me 
to focus on my work and my studies without the 
extra burden of monetary strain. Thank you very 
much for this blessing,” Mr Cowan said. 

For Doug and Barbara, who are childhood 
sweethearts, and have celebrated their golden 
wedding anniversary, the experience of 
establishing the scholarship has been an affirming 
one. It has also encouraged others to consider how 
they can leave their own legacy. 

“A lot of people who we have shared this story 
with have said ‘Oh, that's a great idea’,” Doug says. 

“And so, I would encourage anybody who is in a 
position to do something meaningful and ongoing 
to think of Deakin University. If you've been an 
engineer and that's your passion, then you've got the 
opportunity to do an engineering scholarship. It could 
be a marketing scholarship, or a nursing scholarship 
like ours. Deakin offers many opportunities.” 

I get goosebumps thinking about it. 
Here is something for Anthea that 
will go on and on and on. And that 
means an awful lot to Barb and me.”
– Doug Wilson

Barb and Doug Wilson, side by 
side on Deakin Burwood campus, 

remembering their daughter, Anthea.  
Photo by Craig Newell.

Inaugural Anthea Jane Wilson 
Scholarship recipient, David Cowan.  

On the Deakin Burwood campus 
together with donors, Barb and Doug 

Wilson. Photo by Craig Newell.

The couple have recently visited the University and 
met the scholarship’s first recipient – David Cowan. 
It was an emotional moment. 

 The future of nursing is at Deakin.

8 Deakin University Impact of Your Giving 2021 9

https://www.deakin.edu.au/study/find-a-course/nursing-and-midwifery
https://www.deakin.edu.au/study/find-a-course/nursing-and-midwifery


What do you 
know about the 
Holocaust?

The Faculty of Arts and Education

When one thinks of the Holocaust, it 
might not immediately be considered 
as an Australian story.

And yet the impact of the atrocities has become 
embedded in our nation’s history through the 
survivors who escaped to our shores. In fact, it’s 
estimated that the Jewish community in Australia 
tripled from European migration following the 
Second World War. 

Recognising that national connection, Deakin 
researchers have recently partnered with the 
Gandel Foundation on a ground-breaking study to 
discover the Australian public’s actual knowledge 
and awareness of the Holocaust. 

In fact, the Gandel Holocaust Knowledge and 
Awareness Survey in Australia (GHKAS) is the 
largest study of its kind conducted anywhere 
in the world. The research was undertaken by 
Associate Professor Steven Cooke, Dr Donna-
Lee Frieze, Professor Andrew Singleton and 
Dr Matteo Vergani. 

“In Australia, often we think that the Holocaust 
is something that happened very far away and 
an increasingly long time ago, but what's really 
interesting and important about the Australian 
context is how many connections there are and 
how the Holocaust is truly part of the Australian 
story too,” Associate Professor Steven Cooke says. 

One of those connections is Deakin’s very first Vice-
Chancellor, the late Emeritus Professor Fred Jevons 
AO. The Brookes Cultural Heritage Scholarship 
celebrates his story – see breakout box. 

The results of the survey shine a light on positive 
contributions, but also some uncomfortable truths. 

“We tend to think about Australia's relationship 
to the Holocaust as something that's quite 
heroic; it's quite a positive story in terms 
of the reception of survivors post-war,” 
Associate Professor Cooke says. 

“And of course, that's really important to talk 
about, but it's also really important to talk about 
and understand the more difficult histories, 
including restrictive immigration policies and the 
war criminals who came to Australia after the 
war as well.” 

Survivors have told of unfathomable inhumanity, 
and they also inspired theirs with their courage 
and resilience. With the end of the Holocaust now 
77 years ago, the time is fast approaching when 
that generation’s voice will fall silent. 

“How we, as a society, engage with their testimony 
and their memories after they're no longer with us 
to give the benefit of face-to-face engagement and 
the power of that testimony is really key,”  
Dr Donna-Lee Frieze says. 

The Gandel Holocaust Study’s findings, released 
earlier this year on International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day (January 27), provide important 
insight into the effectiveness of education as a tool 
to prevent racial intolerance and prejudice in the 
face of rising racism, antisemitism and extremism 
here and abroad. 

One startling finding of the survey is that one in 
four Australians have little to no knowledge of 
the Holocaust. 

This is such a crucial time for this kind of survey 
and having a snapshot of where Australia is today, 
as we're seeing an increase in online Holocaust 
denial and distortion, as well as antisemitic 
conspiracy theories,” Dr Vergani says. The late Emeritus Professor Fred Jevons 

AO, the founding Vice-Chancellor of 
Deakin University. Photo by Peter Lane.
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At the same time, there's a lot of 
emphasis and funding from federal, 
state, and local governments and 
philanthropy on Holocaust education. 
By the end of 2024, there are going 
to be Holocaust centres or museums 
in every state and territory.” 
– Dr Matteo Vergani

By identifying gaps and strengths in existing 
knowledge, and sharing that information with the 
public, all levels of government and key policy 
makers, better methods, programs and public 
policies can be developed. 

Professor Singleton says the size of the respondent 
group – nearly 3500 people – achieves the “gold 
standard” for quantitative research. 

That gives us a real advantage in 
terms of being able to drill down into 
the demographic data and compare 
different groups in the population. 
Because of the investment and the 
support of the Gandel Foundation, 
we'll be able to make very robust 
claims about the strength and 
generalisability of the data.” 
– Professor Andrew Singleton

Since 1978, the Gandel Foundation has invested 
more than $150m in a broad array of charities and 
causes. It considers preserving the memory of the 
Holocaust and the lessons it holds for humanity 
to be imperative. 

Its Holocaust education and remembrance 
initiatives include the award-winning Gandel 
Holocaust Studies Program for Australian 
Educators (GHSP) at Yad Vashem, which has 
trained more than 350 educators who reach 
tens of thousands of students every year in each 
state and territory, helping them learn about, 
and understand a bit more of, the story of 
the Holocaust. 

Gandel Foundation’s Holocaust funding supports 
exhibitions, institutions, programs, advocacy, and 
knowledge sharing, all of which s servicing this 
awareness and recognition. 

The GHKAS findings could have significant 
implications on the national curriculum, and 
inform how we as a nation think about and deal 
with antisemitism racism. 

Associate Professor Cooke says the GHKASA will 
have immense longitudinal benefit. 

“Once this investment starts to flow through, 
we'll be in a position in five- or ten-years’ time to 
repeat the study, to think about what impact this 
emphasis on Holocaust education is having.” 

Deakin welcomes contributions from those who 
wish to ensure this incredible body of research 
is supported well into the future. 

 

The Brookes Cultural 
Heritage Scholarship 
This unique PhD 
scholarship is made 
possible due to the 
generosity of the late 
Mr Roger Brookes. 

It supports new research 
that examines the diverse 
and lasting contributions 
of Jewish émigrés who 
came to Australia fleeing 
Nazi persecution. 

L-R: The late Mr Roger Brookes sitting at his 
home with Associate Professor Steven Cooke. 

Photo by Simon Fox.

As a child, Emeritus Professor Fred Jevons fled 
from Vienna to the United Kingdom on the 
Kindertransport network. His only possession 
was a violin. He eventually earned admission to 
Cambridge University, and worked at the University 
of Manchester, before relocating to Australia to 
help found Deakin University. 

Mr Brookes discovered that his own father was 
connected to Professor Jevons, and was inspired 
to leave a substantial gift in honour of Professor 
Jevons’s life and work. 

The supported research, will be undertaken by PhD 
student Evangeline Jarman, and will examine new 
ways of interpreting the significant impact made 
on Australian life in a range of fields including art 
and design, architecture, industry, politics, and 
education in museum exhibitions.
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NIKERI
How can non-Indigenous 
Australians be better allies to 
the nation’s First Peoples?  

For Professor Gabrielle 
Fletcher, the Director of Deakin 
University’s NIKERI Institute, 
it starts with walking, talking, 
and learning together. 

We are seeking to simply share the 
contemporary Australian narrative.” 
– Professor Gabrielle Fletcher

“Support and allyship provide meaningful traction 
for our students, and it brings meaningful ways to 
instigate global change that benefits everybody. We 
always say we have the responsibility to remember; 
to be purposeful with our opportunities. And to be 
grounded always, in where we walk and why, with 
community as a key focus.” 

NIKERI stands for National Indigenous Knowledges 
Education Research Innovation. The Institute has 
deep and longstanding partnerships within Deakin 
University, and with external organisations.  

NIKERI was launched in 2020 on the foundation 
of the highly successful IKE (Institute of Koorie 
Education). Professor Mark Rose (BA (Social 
Sciences) '83 Deakin) witnessed the creation of IKE 
35 years ago, and is one of the country’s leading 
experts on Indigenous student participation in 
higher education.  

“Deakin was the first real adopter in Aboriginal 
education back in the mid-eighties through the 
Koorie Teacher Education Program (KTEP),” 
Professor Rose explains.

That was a group of Koories in a 
portable classroom on the edge of 
the campus at the time. Now when 
you bear in mind, that is a decade 
and a bit since the referendum that 
allowed Aboriginal people to be 
counted and to have a full education.”
– Professor Mark Rose

In 1967, a national vote was held to consider 
whether Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders 
should finally be counted as part of the Australian 
Census. Almost 91 per cent voted “Yes”.  

Today, Professor Rose is Deakin’s Pro Vice-
Chancellor, Indigenous Strategy and Innovation. 
He reflects on the discriminatory policies that were 
entrenched for much of Australia’s modern history.

Student using the facilities in NIKERI 
at the Waurn Ponds Campus.  

Photo by Donna Squire.

Students studying in the open 
plan area downstairs NIKERI.  

Photo by Donna Squire.
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Up until '67, year eight was regarded 
as an adequate education for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people. So getting people to become 
capable of doing university work 
and equipping them with the skills 
– seeing that they had disjointed
education – was a challenge of
the day,”
– Professor Mark Rose

Over time, KTEP evolved into IKE – which led 
the way among Australian universities for its 
community-based delivery model. This approach 
allows First Peoples to remain in their community 
for the majority of their university studies, 
rather than relocate away from vital cultural 
support networks.  

Complementing their studies at home, NIKERI 
students participate in several on-campus one-
week intensives throughout the year, staying 
together at the purpose-built Kitjarra student 
residences at the Waurn Ponds Campus. 

This delivery model has been an outstanding success. 
More than 1100 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
students have graduated to-date across humanities, 
education, social work, law, environment, Indigenous 
research, health, and nursing programs. 

Professor Fletcher said higher education was a 
“circuit breaker” that transformed lives.   

“Students choose NIKERI because they're safe and 
they're understood, and we're all committed to parity 
in terms of education – addressing social injustice 
and disadvantage and barriers that have inhibited 
First Nations people from entering into education at 
all. Education can break cycles of disadvantage.” 

NIKERI also delivers popular Indigenous studies 
courses as electives that are open to all Deakin 
students. These include IND102 – Aboriginal 
Australian Stories and Songlines, and IND301 – 
Politics of Resistance in Indigenous Australia.

Indigenous health 
training in focus 
The Bertalli Family 
Foundation has 
provided a generous 
gift to the University 
encourage the next 
generation of 
Indigenous nurses 
and doctors.

National Indigenous Knowledges, Education, Research and Innovation (NIKERI) Institute Launch. 
L-R: Ms Melinda Kennedy, Wadawurrung Traditional Owner, Professor Mark Rose, Pro Vice Chancellor 
Indigenous (PVCI) Professor Iain Martin, Vice-Chancellor,Professor Gabrielle Fletcher, Director, NIKERI.

Students using the facilities in NIKERI 
at the Waurn Ponds Campus.  

Photo by Donna Squire.

The Foundation has created both a 
scholarships program, and an award for 
excellence, to acknowledge the vital role 
Indigenous nurses and doctors play in 
their communities. 

These awards will be offered for 
three years, and complement the 
Foundation’s broader support of 
rural and remote medicine.
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Celebrating 
Engineering

The Faculty of Science, Engineering and Built Environment

When you celebrate your 30th 
birthday, it’s timely to ponder what 
has been, but also what is yet to 
come. And so it is for Deakin’s School 
of Engineering, which marked thirty 
years of innovation in 2021. 

Professor Ben Horan (GCertHigherEd '12, BEng 
'05, PhD '09 Deakin), Head of the School of 
Engineering, is quick to point out what sets the 
school apart, and ensures graduates are ready to 
hit the ground running.  

“There are several institutes and start-up 
companies that originated within the school and 
that we have ongoing relationships with. We’re 
very proud of that,” Professor Horan says.  

“In addition, our core course structure is quite 
unique in that half of our degree focuses on 
project-oriented, design-based learning whereby 
students design solutions to real-world problems. 
The approach inherently lends itself to further 
developing soft skills such as communication and 
time management which is a need we continually 
hear from industry.”  

Another defining feature is the industry 
partnerships that inform the school’s teaching and 
research, and directly impact students and their 
learning experience. 

“Industry partnerships aren’t just important 
to educating engineers, they are vital,” 
Professor Horan says.

Industry experts sit on the school’s Engineering 
Advisory Board; commercial operations are linked 
to the school; and other partners provide generous 
scholarships and internship opportunities.  

One such partnership has been established with 
SEW-EURODRIVE – a global drive automation 
company that provides industrial drive 
technologies (motors, gearboxes, and controllers) 
for business customers around the world.  

The SEW-EURODRIVE Scholarship in Mechatronics 
Engineering was created in 2017 to support 
ten high-performing mechatronics engineering 
students over a six-year period, and offers 
recipients the chance to undertake a twelve-week 
internship with the company.  

When someone shows an 
interest in helping you to 
develop your career, that 
has a massive impact.” 
– Professor Ben Horan

"Receiving the financial support of this scholarship 
has increased the time I am able to invest in the 
University’s extra-curricular activities. This has 
allowed me to experience real-world projects and 
contribute to the local community through my 
technical knowledge and personal skills.”

Considering the transition towards smarter 
technologies, Declan has found his  studies to be 
the perfect balance of required mechanical and 
electrical knowledge. Becoming an engineer has 
been a goal for as long as he can remember.  

“I was always interested in how things worked 
as a child and I remember always taking devices 
apart – be it a toaster, clock radio, or even the 
lawnmower,” he says.  

The sentiment is echoed by Frank who said his 
analytical mind drove him to pull things apart and 
put them back together again, eventually leading 
him to become an engineer. 

For the next thirty years and beyond, Deakin 
will continue to encourage future generations 
of engineers to design and build successful and 
fulfilling careers.  

Watch more on the partnership between 
Deakin and SEW-EURODRIVE.

“There’s obviously a financial element, which 
makes supporting yourself as a student easier.  
And to be able to spend time in that organisation 
and take that experience back to your future 
studies as well as being industry ready once 
you graduate. I think that’s what makes this 
relationship extra special for our students.” 

This opinion is shared by Frank Cerra, Engineering 
& IT General Manager at SEW-EURODRIVE. 

“We’re very interested in seeing young engineers 
come up and through the place,” Cerra says.  

“We’re looking towards the future, encouraging 
young engineers – mechatronic, mechanical and 
electrical – hopefully contributing to there being 
better engineers, and the hope is that some of 
them will end up joining SEW-EURODRIVE.” 

Clearly the scholarships and internships are just as 
positive an experience for the industry partner as 
they are for the students. 

It’s great for us to have the extra 
help while they’re with us.”
– Frank Cerra

“They work directly with our engineers and work 
on all kinds of projects. They get to see a snapshot 
of different things that we work on and come away 
with a bit more knowledge of the actual industry.”  

Declan Behan was awarded a SEW-EURODRIVE 
Scholarship in the third year of his Mechatronics 
Engineering degree. He said the award has 
made a huge difference in developing his skills 
and networks.

High Voltage lab at Geelong Waurn Ponds 
campus. Photo by Steven Crabtree.

Mr Declan Behan,  
SEW-EURODRIVE  

Scholarship recipient.  
Photo by Donna Squire.

Watch our 30 year celebratory video.
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‘The Art’ of Arts 
and Cultural 
Management

The Faculty of Business and Law

With lockdowns compromising our 
ability to attend live theatre, music, 
and other events, the importance of 
the arts sector and creative industries 
to our daily lives – and the economy – 
has never been more apparent.

“This scholarship has been more than a blessing 
to me. It’s enabled me to pursue dreams that led 
to once-in-a-lifetime connections, experience and 
practical assistance and I’m so grateful.” 

Initially, the scholarship helped Kimberly Shea to 
purchase study resources and provided financial 
assistance for transport to and from exams. 
But learning at Deakin also opened her eyes to 
the individual, social, health, educational and 
economic benefits of the arts.

For Dr Jill Smith AM, Hon Doc Deakin, Chair of 
Deakin’s Arts and Cultural Management Advisory 
Board (and former long-serving General Manager of 
the Geelong Performing Arts Centre and Playbox/
Malthouse), the connection is crystal clear. 

“We’ve certainly seen through COVID-19 how the 
arts have pivoted to develop and present work,” 
Dr Smith says. 

The creative industries are one of the fastest 
growing, and changing, sectors in the Victorian 
economy. With that in mind, it’s more important 
than ever to make sure arts companies are run by 
highly-skilled managers, and individuals have the 
capacity to run their own businesses, when dealing 
with the new complexities of the environment in 
which they work. 

Crucially, Deakin’s postgraduate arts and cultural 
management programs are located in the Faculty 
of Business and Law, allowing a stronger focus on 
the discipline of management itself. An advisory 
board of industry experts, including Dr Smith, and 
(previously) Sue Nattrass AO (one of Australia’s 
most well-respected arts managers), has helped 
guide its growth.  

Professor Hilary Glow of the Arts and Cultural 
Management Program said the skills an arts 
manager needs are cognate with the management 
skills needed in other enterprises, especially in the 
not-for-profit sector. 

“But the specific context of the arts sector and the 
creative industries also brings with it a need for 
specialist knowledge,” she explains.  

“Arts organisations are complex organisms that 
require sophisticated management. People who 
work in the arts tend to be incredibly passionate 
about their work and bring that passion to a broad 
skillset in programming, presentation, marketing 
and communications, stakeholder engagement, 
and an understanding of cultural policy.” 

Just as accessibility should be at the forefront in 
an arts and culture context, so it is when it comes 
to teaching and learning. When two key barriers 
to the program were identified – location and fees 
– they were immediately addressed by switching 
the delivery to online, and by seeking support 
for scholarships. 

The Sue Nattrass Arts Management Fund was 
established at Deakin in 2016. Funded by a 
community of supporters who are passionate 
about the arts, and built on the foundation of a 
visionary gift from Vicki Fairfax and the late George 
Fairfax, it’s made an incredible difference to the 
lives of recipients from all over the country.  

For Eloise Corlett, the scholarship meant being able 
to travel to the United States for a three-month 
internship to help manage a major arts event. 

The world has been entertained by 
the arts and culture for the entire 
pandemic. Everyone has turned to 
the sector to keep themselves sane, 
reenforcing the understanding of 
the essential nature of arts and 
culture, particularly in the context 
of rebuilding.” 
– Dr Jill Smith

Programs such as this one are 
essential for providing opportunities 
for people with big dreams and little 
bank accounts.”
– Eloise Corlett

L-R: Sue Nattrass Scholar Lilian Yong, Dr Sue 
Nattrass AO, Professor Jane den Hollander AO, 

donor, and Sue Nattrass Scholar Clara Edwards. 
Photo by Simon Fox.
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By the end of the first trimester,  
I’d found my people, my 
inspiration and my place.” 
– Eloise Corlett

"I want to help children like my own grow up in 
a world that nurtures, embraces and harnesses 
the arts.” 

A new initiative, The Anthony Costa Foundation 
Arts Management Scholarship, is providing 
avenues for people with disabilities to forge 
careers in arts and cultural management. 

The foundation is named in honour of the late 
Anthony Costa. Anthony’s brother, Dr Rob Costa, 
Hon Doc Deakin, says the foundation strives to give 
back to the community wherever it can.  

The Costa family have a long-standing relationship 
with Deakin, including the iconic Costa Hall 
at Waterfront campus, which was recently 
refurbished. It was Rob’s tenure on the board 
of the Geelong Arts Centre, while Dr Smith was 
General Manager, that facilitated a conversation 
about the need for greater accessibility in the arts.  

“I developed huge respect for Jill’s passion for 
the arts and for making the arts as inclusive as 
possible,” Costa says.

And it’s support that is invaluable if the arts 
sector is to really recover post-pandemic, 
according to Professor Glow. 

“Fundraising in the arts is one thing, but 
fundraising for student scholarships in a tertiary 
course in arts management is a whole other 
difficult beast,” she says.  

“So we’re thrilled with the support from our 
partners. Ultimately it’s the skills of our arts 
managers that will help us build a sustainable 
arts sector that can bounce back from COVID 
and just get better and more exciting.” 

Read more on Arts and Cultural  
Management at Deakin.

 

There are people who are really 
keen to be embedded in the arts and 
arts management who simply don’t 
get the opportunity. And they’re 
the sorts of people and groups we 
think deserve to have somebody 
get behind them and give them the 
necessary support.” 
– Dr Robert Costa

Honouring the late Mr Frank 
Costa AO, sitting with Deakin 
Chancellor, Mr John Stanhope 
AM, to commemorate the 20th 
anniversary of Costa Hall in 
2018. Photo by Donna Squire.
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Building our 
Elite Athlete 
Program
University students often rely 
on part-time work to make 
ends meet, but for those who 
are also elite athletes, juggling 
their commitments can be 
particularly challenging.

The additional pressures and uncertainty 
generated by COVID-19 have tested student-
athletes like never before. 

This is where philanthropy can make all the 
difference. The substantial financial support 
provided by the den Hollander Geelong Cats AFLW 
Scholarship has enabled emerging female leaders 
at Deakin to concentrate on building a sporting 
career, without sacrificing their scholastic goals. 

For 2021 recipient Georgia Clarke, who 
commenced and completed three years of her 
degree in Exercise and Sports Science, before 
deciding to follow her passion for hand therapy 
and move into a Bachelor of Occupational 
Therapy, the scholarship provided much-needed 
“reassurance and support” after she moved to 
Geelong to pursue her football career and tertiary 
studies at Deakin.

“This scholarship lifted a huge weight off my 
shoulders,” she said at the time, thanking her 
benefactors – former Deakin Vice-Chancellor 
Emerita Professor Jane den Hollander AO, Hon Doc 
Deakin, and her husband Dr Jeroen den Hollander. 

Australia’s team at the recent Winter Olympics 
in Beijing featured multiple Deakin students and 
alumni: Belle Brockhoff (snowboarding), Bree 
Walker (bobsled), Dean Hewitt (curling), and Jakara 
Anthony who made history by winning Australia’s 
first gold medal in the women’s moguls at the 
Beijing Winter Olympics. 

A strong contingent of 14 summer Olympians 
also came from the university’s ranks last year at 
the Tokyo Olympics and Paralympics, competing 
in athletics, basketball, water polo, rowing, 
swimming, and para-table tennis. 

Deakin continues to be a proud supporter of 
women’s sport, including the Geelong Cats AFLW 
and VFLW teams since day one – they train at 
Waurn Ponds Campus (which also hosts VFLW 
matches). Deakin also backs the Deakin Melbourne 
Boomers in the Women’s National Basketball 
League and the Melbourne Vixens (via Netball 
Victoria), who boast four Deakin students in the 
current starting seven, in Suncorp Super Netball.

Building upon this solid sporting foundation will 
require significant new investment in scholarships 
and much-needed infrastructure, however. 

“We’re excited to start progressing Deakin 
forward, to be in line with a number of universities 
that have made dedicated scholarships for specific 
sports a priority,” acknowledges Elite Sport 
Coordinator Jack Duke.

One powerful way that philanthropy can boost 
athlete development and performance is through 
purpose-built facilities. While the University’s 
ovals and synthetic fields are world-class, Sport 
and Recreation Manager Andrew Crowley says 
some facilities require upgrading. 

An exciting new Deakin sporting pavilion has 
been designed featuring improvements to change 
rooms, coaches’ boxes, spectator seating, and 
scoreboards, but the redevelopment will proceed 
only if the requisite funds can be raised. 

Crowley encouraged the Deakin community to 
engage in a healthy sporting rivalry with other 
Australian institutions. “Philanthropic financial 
support could allow us to sustainably build a whole 
stadium or set up a scholarship endowment for our 
athletes. Philanthropy can support ideas that push 
us further and really put us on the map.”

For more information on Deakin’s 
Elite Athlete Program, please visit 
deakin.edu.au/elite-athlete-program.

Your support means more than you 
will ever know. The scholarship 
allowed me to focus on achieving 
the best results in both my studies 
and football. Your kind and generous 
donation has changed my life.” 
– 2021 recipient Georgia Clark

Heartfelt testimonials like Georgia’s affirm the den 
Hollanders’ aim to support the next generation of 
women who are dedicated to breaking the mould 
in all areas of achievement, including sport. 

Deakin’s bold aim to become Australia’s most 
progressive and responsive university is already 
reflected by its top national ranking among public 
institutions for overall student satisfaction (2019) 
and the highest student satisfaction rating out of 
all Victorian universities for 11 consecutive years, 
since 2010. 

It has the runs on the board – more than 
200 exceptional student-athletes are already 
supported by the Elite Athlete Program, while in 
terms of teaching and research, Deakin is ranked 
sixth in the world for sport-related subjects and 
number one in the world for Sport Science – its 
highest-rated discipline.

2021 den Hollander Geelong Cats AFLW 
Scholarship recipient Georgia Clarke. 

Photo by Craig Newell.
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Looking back on their rewarding 
careers, husband and wife team 
Professor Lawrence (Lawry) and Dr 
Pamela (Pam) St Leger decided they 
would encourage the next generation 
of researchers as best they could.  

A Living Gift & 
Lasting Legacy

The retired academics made the decision to 
leave a significant bequest in their Wills for the 
creation of the Lawrence and Pamela St Leger 
PhD Scholarship, which will support Doctoral and 
Masters students in Deakin’s Faculty of Health for 
an incredible three decades. 

“When we were thinking about our Wills, we’re 
both passionate about education and wanted to 
support people in areas of our own expertise,” 
explains Lawry, who has a long-standing connection 
to Deakin as former Dean of the Faculty of Health, 
Medicine and Behavioural Sciences. 

“We don’t have children, so we were looking at 
what would be a good legacy with the resources we 
have and be of the highest impact,” adds Pam, who 
commenced her career in secondary education, 
before moving to the University of Melbourne 
where she was an expert in qualitative evaluation.  

Having both worked extensively with graduate 
students, the St Legers are keenly aware of how 
important it is for emerging researchers to be able 
to focus solely on their studies. 

This is where you’re not responsible 
for the oversight of the PhD study 
but you’re there to provide ideas, 
and that’s been an involvement that’s 
been really terrific.” 
– Lawrence St Leger 

“We’d come across some research that said the 
catalyst for better outcomes for students was 
being supported so they didn’t have to work part-
time. So that’s what drove our decision initially,” 
Pam says. 

“We both did our doctoral studies as part-time, 
mature age students over many years and we 
often found it difficult to balance study with jobs 
and work life, and social life,” Lawry explains.  

For the St Legers, the bequest is not only about 
providing financial support, but facilitating vital 
research that can make a lasting difference to 
the wider community. 

They’ve been able to be strategic with their gift, 
working with Deakin to designate areas for support 
that align with their own areas of expertise and 
interest – namely the fields of public health, and 
health promotion relating to population groups 
and disadvantage. 

In fact, the couple decided they wouldn’t wait 
for their bequest to transform lives; they jump-
started the scholarship as a “living gift”, and it was 
offered for the first time in 2020. The inaugural 
recipient is PhD candidate Bonnie Beasant, 
who is exploring health literacy, the prevention 
of noncommunicable diseases, and removing 
systemic barriers to good health. 

The St Legers freely admit that they get just as 
much out of gifting their support as the recipients, 
and on various levels.  

“Both of us being academics and in retirement, 
we’re investing in something that gives us a little 
bit of joy and intellectual stimulation,” says Pam, 
adding that they’ve also been able to be involved 
in meetings with the current scholarship recipient, 
as “critical friends” who can offer advice.

Lawry and Pam said the journey to create their 
bequest had been a learning process made easier by 
the expertise and knowledge of the team at Deakin. 

“We got to know other people who are donors to 
the University, and a lot of them are passionate 
about a particular area, like us,” Pam says.  

“The people at Deakin didn’t try to direct us 
in one way or another; they actually listened 
very carefully. So if you have a passion about 
something, have a conversation with them 
about what your interests are and what you 
want to do with your legacy.” 

If you are considering or have questions about 
leaving a gift in your Will to Deakin, please get in 
touch with Deakin’s Gifts in Wills Manager: 

Ms Tracey King 
E: tracey.king@deakin.edu.au   
T: 03 9244 6831   
M: 0439 261 517 
W: Leaving a gift in your will   

Pam and Lawry St Leger at their home  
in Breamlea. Photo by Donna Squire.

26 Deakin University Impact of Your Giving 2021 27

https://www.deakin.edu.au/business-and-community/donate/make-a-gift-in-your-will


Deakin University CRICOS Provider Code: 00113B

Publication design and printing managed 
by U-bahn design. Writer: Cameron Pegg

Deakin Advancement 
Melbourne Burwood Campus 
201 Burwood Highway 
Burwood VIC 3125 
Phone: +61 3 9244 5150 
Email: giving@deakin.edu.au

deakin.edu.au Front cover image 
2021 den Hollander Geelong Cats AFLW Scholarship recipient Georgia 
Clarke proudly stands as an elite sportswoman and Deakin student.  
Photo by Craig Newell.

If you would like more information about giving to 
Deakin please contact the Deakin Development team at: 

E giving@deakin.edu.au 

T +61 3 9244 5150

W deakin.edu.au/business-and-community/donate

https://www.deakin.edu.au/
https://www.deakin.edu.au/business-and-community/donate

	Contents
	Welcome from our Vice-Chancellor
	the year in numbers2021 -
	Food and Mood
	SMILES 
	  Honouring a “born rescuer”
	What do you know about the Holocaust?
	The Brookes Cultural Heritage Scholarship 
	NIKERI
	Indigenous healthtraining in focus 
	Celebrating Engineering
	‘The Art’ of Arts and Cultural Management
	Building our Elite Athlete Program
	A Living Gift & Lasting Legacy

	Previous page 13: 
	Page 2: 
	Page 4: 
	Page 11: 
	Page 14: 

	Contents 13: 
	Page 2: 
	Page 4: 
	Page 11: 
	Page 14: 

	Next page 12: 
	Page 2: 
	Page 4: 
	Page 11: 
	Page 14: 

	Welcome 84: 
	Page 2: 
	Page 4: 
	Page 11: 
	Page 14: 

	Welcome 85: 
	Page 2: 
	Page 4: 
	Page 11: 
	Page 14: 

	Welcome 86: 
	Page 2: 
	Page 4: 
	Page 11: 
	Page 14: 

	Welcome 87: 
	Page 2: 
	Page 4: 
	Page 11: 
	Page 14: 

	Welcome 88: 
	Page 2: 
	Page 4: 
	Page 11: 
	Page 14: 

	Welcome 89: 
	Page 2: 
	Page 4: 
	Page 11: 
	Page 14: 

	Welcome 90: 
	Page 2: 
	Page 4: 
	Page 11: 
	Page 14: 

	Welcome 91: 
	Page 2: 
	Page 4: 
	Page 11: 
	Page 14: 

	Welcome 92: 
	Page 2: 
	Page 4: 
	Page 11: 
	Page 14: 

	Welcome 93: 
	Page 2: 
	Page 4: 
	Page 11: 
	Page 14: 

	Button 54: 
	Page 2: 
	Page 4: 
	Page 11: 
	Page 14: 

	Button 55: 
	Page 2: 
	Page 4: 
	Page 11: 
	Page 14: 

	Previous page 14: 
	Page 3: 

	Contents 14: 
	Page 3: 

	Next page 13: 
	Page 3: 

	Welcome 94: 
	Page 3: 

	Welcome 95: 
	Page 3: 

	Welcome 96: 
	Page 3: 

	Welcome 97: 
	Page 3: 

	Welcome 98: 
	Page 3: 

	Welcome 99: 
	Page 3: 

	Welcome 100: 
	Page 3: 

	Welcome 101: 
	Page 3: 

	Welcome 102: 
	Page 3: 

	Welcome 103: 
	Page 3: 

	Button 56: 
	Page 3: 

	Button 57: 
	Page 3: 

	Previous page 12: 
	Page 5: 

	Contents 12: 
	Page 5: 

	Next page 11: 
	Page 5: 

	Welcome 74: 
	Page 5: 

	Welcome 75: 
	Page 5: 

	Welcome 76: 
	Page 5: 

	Welcome 77: 
	Page 5: 

	Welcome 78: 
	Page 5: 

	Welcome 79: 
	Page 5: 

	Welcome 80: 
	Page 5: 

	Welcome 81: 
	Page 5: 

	Welcome 82: 
	Page 5: 

	Welcome 83: 
	Page 5: 

	Button 46: 
	Page 5: 

	Button 47: 
	Page 5: 

	Youtube 5: 
	Previous page 15: 
	Page 6: 
	Page 7: 
	Page 8: 
	Page 9: 
	Page 10: 
	Page 12: 
	Page 13: 
	Page 15: 

	Contents 15: 
	Page 6: 
	Page 7: 
	Page 8: 
	Page 9: 
	Page 10: 
	Page 12: 
	Page 13: 
	Page 15: 

	Next page 14: 
	Page 6: 
	Page 7: 
	Page 8: 
	Page 9: 
	Page 10: 
	Page 12: 
	Page 13: 
	Page 15: 

	Welcome 104: 
	Page 6: 
	Page 7: 
	Page 8: 
	Page 9: 
	Page 10: 
	Page 12: 
	Page 13: 
	Page 15: 

	Welcome 105: 
	Page 6: 
	Page 7: 
	Page 8: 
	Page 9: 
	Page 10: 
	Page 12: 
	Page 13: 
	Page 15: 

	Welcome 106: 
	Page 6: 
	Page 7: 
	Page 8: 
	Page 9: 
	Page 10: 
	Page 12: 
	Page 13: 
	Page 15: 

	Welcome 107: 
	Page 6: 
	Page 7: 
	Page 8: 
	Page 9: 
	Page 10: 
	Page 12: 
	Page 13: 
	Page 15: 

	Welcome 108: 
	Page 6: 
	Page 7: 
	Page 8: 
	Page 9: 
	Page 10: 
	Page 12: 
	Page 13: 
	Page 15: 

	Welcome 109: 
	Page 6: 
	Page 7: 
	Page 8: 
	Page 9: 
	Page 10: 
	Page 12: 
	Page 13: 
	Page 15: 

	Welcome 110: 
	Page 6: 
	Page 7: 
	Page 8: 
	Page 9: 
	Page 10: 
	Page 12: 
	Page 13: 
	Page 15: 

	Welcome 111: 
	Page 6: 
	Page 7: 
	Page 8: 
	Page 9: 
	Page 10: 
	Page 12: 
	Page 13: 
	Page 15: 

	Welcome 112: 
	Page 6: 
	Page 7: 
	Page 8: 
	Page 9: 
	Page 10: 
	Page 12: 
	Page 13: 
	Page 15: 

	Welcome 113: 
	Page 6: 
	Page 7: 
	Page 8: 
	Page 9: 
	Page 10: 
	Page 12: 
	Page 13: 
	Page 15: 

	Button 58: 
	Page 6: 
	Page 7: 
	Page 8: 
	Page 9: 
	Page 10: 
	Page 12: 
	Page 13: 
	Page 15: 

	Button 59: 
	Page 6: 
	Page 7: 
	Page 8: 
	Page 9: 
	Page 10: 
	Page 12: 
	Page 13: 
	Page 15: 

	Youtube 4: 
	Youtube 3: 
	Youtube 6: 


