Master of
Social Work

With a Master of Social Work, you’ll have
the skills, experience and platform to protect
the vulnerable, fight social injustice and help
those from disadvantaged circumstances
turn their lives around. Seek membership of
the Australian Association of Social Workers
(AASW) when you graduate and set yourself up
for senior roles in a rapidly growing sector.
You’ll study this course alongside a group of students that, while diverse,
all share a common passion for helping others. Many join the course
after completing a bachelor degree in a cognate discipline, such as
psychology, allied health and nursing. Master of Social Work students
who are working in the field are looking to develop advanced skills – skills
that allow them to address more complex issues and have an even more
profound impact on the people they work with. No matter where you
come from, you’ll be joining a group that shares your values, and you’ll be
given a platform to do more of what you love each and every day.
Your social work course includes specialised units that focus on the
most significant social challenges in the world today. These include:
Addressing Violence and Abuse; Responding to Trauma, Grief and Loss;
and Challenging Poverty and Social Exclusion. Your studies will also
extend to other key areas of social work, such as social and community
development, race and gender issues, among others, which will give you
a national and global perspective of the work currently being done in the
field.

Course details
Offered at: Cloud Campus (online)
Duration: 2 years full-time study or 4 years part-time study
Intake: Trimester 1
Cloud (online) students are required to attend a minimum of 20 days of
face-to-face time at the Geelong Waterfront Campus during the two-year
degree.

Be part of a growing industry
The health industry is the largest and fastest growing employment
industry in Australia*. A postgraduate degree in social work puts you in a
position to take advantage of this growth and demand.
*Industry Employment Projections 2019 Report, Department of Employment, Skills, Small
and Family Business).

Gain a professionally recognised
qualification
The Australian Association of Social Workers (AASW) has fully accredited
the Master of Social Work. The AASW has also singled out Deakin for
our ‘critically reflective practice’, setting us apart from other social work
programs in Australia.

Graduate with the practical skills you need
to succeed
Our Master of Social Work is delivered on our flexible online learning
platform, but that doesn’t mean you’ll miss out on practical learning
opportunities. In fact, you’ll undertake at least 1000 hours of professional
placement, preparing you for all the challenges you’ll face in your future
role. You can take on placements at a variety of organisations, broadening
your experience and professional networks, and you’ll be supervised by
qualified social work practitioners who can give you feedback and expert
guidance along the way.

Your social work career

This two-year course is designed to provide a graduate level entry point
to educate students for critical, competent and effective professional
social work practice both within the local, social and community services
industry, and the broader national and international context.
The Master of Social Work prepares you for work in a broad range of
areas, from mental health and human rights, to family violence and
disability services. Within these areas, you’ll also have options around the
types of roles you explore. You can work one-on-one with clients, building
lasting relationships and providing guidance at a very personal level. Or
you can help shape policies, services and health systems that impact
whole communities and even countries.

#1 for student satisfaction
For ten consecutive years, Deakin University has achieved the highest
level of overall student satisfaction amongst Victorian universities.

(Australian Graduate Survey 2010–2015, Graduate Outcomes Survey 2016–2019 (GOS),
Quality Indicators for Learning and Teaching (QILT).

‘Social work at Deakin engages you to develop a wide
range of skills to promote social justice in a host of
different sectors and settings, from local community
services to international NGOs. Developing a critical
understanding of social policy, practice, skills and
research is part of our commitment to lifelong learning.’
Dr Kim Robinson
Senior Lecturer in Social Work

Entry requirements
The entry requirements for this course include a bachelor degree in a
related discipline, with two units in human behaviour and two units in
study of society.

Postgraduate bursary

Ready to take the next step in your social
work career?
Apply at deakin.edu.au/apply.
For information on the application process and closing dates, visit
deakin.edu.au/courses/how-to-apply/postgraduate-by-coursework.
Please note that closing dates may vary for individual courses.

Deakin alumni, their spouses and immediate family may be eligible
to receive a 15% reduction per unit on their enrolment fees for
any postgraduate award course (excluding students enrolled in a
Commonwealth Supported Place (CSP)) at Deakin University.
deakin.edu.au/alumni/alumni-benefits/postgraduate-bursary

Course structure
The Master of Social Work consists of 16 credit points. All units are core (these are compulsory).

Trimester 1

Australian Social Work in
an International Context

Understanding Care
and Risk

Becoming a Social Worker

Challenging Poverty
and Social Exclusion

Year 1
Trimester 2

Trimester 1

Addressing Violence
and Abuse

Trimester 2

Reconstructing
Professional Practice

Professional Practice in Social Work A

Research Literacy for
Health Practice

Practicing Social Work with
Communities and Groups

Collaborative Practice
in Healthcare

Responding to Trauma,
Grief and Loss

Year 2
Professional Practice in Social Work B

This course structure is correct as at July 2020 and should be used as a guide only. There may be additional 0-credit-point units required. Check the relevant course page on Deakin’s website for unit details, including
trimester and campus availability. Course advice should always be sought from the relevant enrolment officer.

1800 MYFUTURE (1800 693 888)
myfuture@deakin.edu.au
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