SLE352 Community Science Project

INFORMATION ABOUT THE UNIT




The unit team

Assoc Prof Jan West
Unit Chair
(jan.west@deakin.edu.au)
Room: L2.05.1
Ph: 9251 7054

Unit offered on the Burwood and Geelong campuses




About the unit




SLE352 is a unit in the suite of Professional practice units
offered by the School of Life and Environmental Sciences

It is a core unit for students completing the:

Bachelor of Science

Other students take it as an elective



What | am going to do with my degree when | graduate?
The BSc is a broad based science degree

Allows for a lot of flexibility and choice

BUT

Direct career paths can be hard to “see”

Becoming increasing important to build you skill set and then be
able to TRANSFER / APPLY those skills.



SLE352 is about helping you build a better you



Explore unrelated skills

Tom Peters, best known for In Search of Excellence once said, “A career is a portfolio of
projects that teach you new skills, gain you new expertise, develop new capabilities, grow
your colleague set, and constantly reinvent you as a brand.”

Improving your skills may mean spending time with other departments, mentoring others,
passing on your knowledge, leading a cross-functional project or a major fundraising
initiative

Developing other skills also mean attending conferences, joining webinars, participating in
industry workshops, reading relevant books, finding mentors, asking for feedback from
people whose skills or career you wish to emulate.

It could also mean reviewing past performance, talking to your manager or colleagues
about how you can be better. Look for opportunities that offer wider personal leadership
contributions.



As a member of a team you will:

Experience working with an organisation on a project as a member of
a team

Get an opportunity to showcase your skills and expertise to an
organisation

Develop your own skills and capabilities



Unit is different to perhaps others that you have completed.
e We don’t deliver content of a discipline topic
 Provide support for the assessments

 Provide opportunities to enhance your capabilities and skills —
aiming to increase your employability.



Unit has a focus on developing:

Communication and Teamwork Skills

WHY are these skills important?



Communication and teamwork skills are the skills most highly sought
after by employers of graduates



For SLE352 you will complete a project.




What is the difference between a project and a placement?

IES

A work placement: ._career

skﬂlsj : supervisor
profe55|onal PLACEMENT

* Work with others in an organisation. EKPERIENCEDpraC tical

OPP

 Build work ready professional capabilities.

 You have a supervisor in the workplace who provides day to day supervision and
who assesses your performance during the placement.

 |sdone at the workplace.



What is the difference between a project and a placement?
A project:
e work with others on a task for a client.

 Isnot completed at the organisation or workplace although may involve visits to the
workplace/organisation to consult with the client.

 Students do not have a work place supervisor. Instead you have a client who you
meet project deliverables for.



Questions:

Do | have to source my own project?

Do | have to find my own team?



Questions:
Do | have to source my own project?

Do | have to find my own team?

No — the unit team will source enough projects for all students

You form teams based on your successful application to a project.



Questions:
Can | source my own project and my own team?

Yes but the project must be approved by the unit team and
completed during T1.



Is the unit just about completing a project to the client satisfaction?



Is the unit just about completing a project to the client satisfaction?
This is certainly part of it.
Project duration is approx. 6 weeks (week 4 to Week 10)

It is also about:

e Reflection of your learning Building
d
* Identifying evidence to support your skill set better
you

 Being able to articulate your experiences into evidence



All projects are advertised on the:

e SLE352 CloudDeakin Unit site

First Task — apply for a position for a project

Applications for projects are due Thursday of Week 1 of trimester 1



Making a bid for a project:

* Individual bids

e Pair bids

In the initial application - list your first two project preferences either individual
or as a pair.



Projects for 2019

NEW PROJECT LISTING



Clients for 2019

Parks

VICTORIA




What have students achieved by
doing the projects?




Some examp|es https://www.backyardhoney.com.au/

Advancing Science and Engineering
through Laboratory Learning for
Schools - Victoria
Pdf proof of our published article for the History A s bnversiyebios
Matters magazine september 2018 issue. (History
Matters, September edition 2018)



Presenting on live radio — 3RRR



Change of trimester of offer from T2 to T1 from 2019
Has allowed students to:

SLE352
(Community Science Project)
Team based projectin T1

—
—
\

Individual placement unit in T2
(SLE390)

Research project in T2
(SLE314) — could be an extension
of your SLE352 project?

Internship in T2

Hallmark Application



Assessment overview




(Project Outcomes and Performance Review) Report on Project Outcomes

(a) Self-review of employability
skills

(b) Self-review of your
presentation

Apply for a project

|

Setting project goals

Collect (c) Self-review of your learning
‘ Evidence along
the way
Complete the project l
(Week 4 — Week 10) Showcasing your skills with
evidence

Team presentation
Community Science Forum T \
Self and peer assessment

_
Modifier?

Client Evaluation



Email: jan.west@deakin.edu.au

Room: L2.05.1 (Burwood campus)


mailto:jan.west@deakin.edu.au
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