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Deakin University’s  
Faculty of Health conducts 
world class research in 
health and wellbeing. 

We support a broad range of multidisciplinary  
and translational research studies that address  
important individual and population health problems.

We do this by
• engaging with our communities and partners to deliver 

mutually beneficial outcomes that address real world 
problems;

• producing exemplary healthcare clinicians, practitioners  
and scientists, through excellence and innovation in research, 
teaching and learning;

• strengthening the sustainability of our research and  
the next generation of research leaders by supporting  
their development;

• providing a supportive research environment for our staff.

We encourage our staff to share and employ their knowledge  
and skills outside the University. By working together and 
collaborating with external organisations, our researchers  
provide expertise to projects, programs and initiatives that  
support health and wellbeing.

Excellence in Research Rankings
In 2018 the Australian Research Council’s Excellence in Research  
for Australia (ERA) ranked 100% of the research undertaken  
bythe Faculty of Health at ‘above or well above world standard’  
(ERA rating 4 or 5). 

Faculty research was rated as ‘well above world standard’  
(ERA rating 5) in: 

• Clinical Sciences
• Human Movement and Sports Science
• Medical Microbiology
• Neurosciences
• Nursing
• Nutrition and Dietetics
• Paediatrics and Reproductive Medicine
• Pharmacology and Pharmaceutical Sciences
• Medical Physiology
• Public Health and Health Services
• Psychology
• Other Psychology and Cognitive Sciences.

Research in the category Other Medical and Health Sciences 
received a rating of 4.

Leading funding

In 2018 our researchers generated 
$25 million in research funding, 
approximately 40% of the total 
university external research income. 
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‘Mental health is the largest burden of disability in the 
developed world and there is a major shortage of new  
and successful therapies. 

My research has led to positive treatments for both 
schizophrenia and bipolar disorder that are now therapies 
globally. Effective therapies can transform lives and I have 
been motivated for my entire career to develop better 
solutions for people who are inadequately supported  
by current treatments.’ 

Professor Michael Berk 
Expert in the treatment of psychiatric disorders

Research partnerships
We collaborate with over 100 partners across all levels of 
government, the health and human services sectors, industry  
and community throughout Australia and overseas. 

• The Centre for Quality and Patient Safety supports a unique 
clinical partnership network with 6 major Victorian health 
services.

• The Western Alliance Academic Health Science Centre  
is a partnership between Deakin and Federation Universities, 
the West Victoria Primary Health Network and public and 
private hospitals across the western region of Victoria.

• The National Centre for Farmer Health, a partnership  
with Western District Health Service, addresses the health, 
wellbeing and safety of farmers, farm workers and their 
families across Australia.

We value innovative partnerships with business to translate  
our research into commercial outcomes. 

The Faculty has a strong and growing international reputation, 
supported by formal partnerships with:

• University of Copenhagen (ranked #28 in the world  
by the Academic Ranking of World Universities)

• All India Institute of Medical Sciences (ranked #1 among 
medical colleges in India)

• Wuhan University (ranked #13-23 in China)

Research institutes and centres
Faculty research is structured into six cognate areas with two 
research institutes and four Strategic Research Centres (SRCs):

• The Institute for Physical Activity and Nutrition investigates 
prevention and management of chronic disease, and the 
Institute for Health Transformation addresses prevention, 
health systems, health services and quality and patient safety.

• Our Strategic Research Centres study mental health, molecular 
research, early emotional development and sport science. 
There is a strong focus on translation of evidence into policy 
and practice to improve the lives of the communities we serve.

In 2018 our researchers were awarded $25 million in competitive 
external research funding, approximately 40% of the total university 
external research income. 

The Faculty supports two current NHMRC Centres of Research 
Excellence, in Food Retail Environments for Health, and 
Innovative Therapies for Psychiatric Disorders; as well as the 
World Health Organization Collaborating Centre for Obesity 
Prevention.

Deakin Health Economics 
is Australia’s leading health 
economics unit with a strong 
international reputation. 

Research impact

ERA has rated the impact of research 
for the first time in 2018. Our Medical 
and Health Sciences research and our 
Psychology and Cognitive Science 
research both received the highest 
possible ratings.
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A Deakin University  
research-centred platform 
Inspired by our wide breadth of expertise, disruptr 
content encourages conversation by highlighting the 
impact our research has had, the many questions it 
may raise and the potential it holds for the future.

Visit disruptr.deakin.edu.au

deakin.edu.au/health
deakin.edu.au/research
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