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Introduction

Higher degrees by research are awarded on satisfactory completion of supervised but independent research which is described in a thesis.  The Doctor of Psychology (DPsych) degree is a research degree which includes a number of advanced coursework units comprising one third of the course.  It is equivalent in standard but differs from the PhD, with the difference being its orientation to the development of professional practice, rather than primarily as a contribution to academic knowledge and the discipline.  There are three streams to the Doctor of Psychology: clinical psychology, health psychology and forensic psychology.  

The usual period of candidature for the DPsych is three years of full-time study, although the rules allow that the degree can be completed in two to four years of full-time study.

Award of the degree is by examination of a thesis.  The thesis should comprise a substantial and original contribution to knowledge in the field with particular emphasis on contributions to research and practice in the specialist area or professional practice.
The Nature of the Thesis

The thesis is presented as a portfolio of research work that has significant implications for practice in a specialty area of psychology.  The focus of the research is on critical analysis and evaluation of complex issues and challenges arising in professional practice or affecting an area of professional practice.  The portfolio is normally completed in two to three years of full-time study or the equivalent in part-time study.  It includes a major investigative project and a professional research component that is comprised of an interpretation of four reports based on clinical placements.  You have been appointed as an examiner for the professional research component of the thesis.
The professional research component

The professional research component is designed to develop the candidate’s analytical skills in relation to problems arising in practice in a clinical, health or forensic psychology setting and these skills should be demonstrated in the report.  The candidate is required to provide an overview of an issue which has been identified as being of central importance to the role of the professional psychologist within the work situation.  The overview report should not exceed 5,000 words in length.  The professional research component also consists of four clinical placements in a range of settings, for example child, adolescent, family, adult, acute, chronic or community.  Each report should review the current literature in relation to the most appropriate form of assessment and intervention for the client population, the design of an assessment and intervention protocol from this review of the literature, an analysis of the effectiveness of this assessment or intervention with a single client, multiple clients or a group setting, whichever is appropriate to the problem, and consideration of implications and limitation of the study and directions for future research.  The clinical placement reports should not exceed 5,000 words in length.
The Examiner’s Report
You are asked to complete the formal Examiner’s Recommendation Form with your recommendation on the outcome of the examination, and to provide a brief written report in English giving the reasons for the recommendation.  The report should be complete in itself; annotations in the thesis are not a substitute for the written report.  Examiners are asked to report independently, but may consult with one another if considered necessary.

Your report is requested within six weeks of receipt of the thesis.  If circumstances arise that prevent you completing the examination by the due date, please contact the School of Psychology Administration Officer. 

The Recommendation Form

Examiners are asked to select one of the four following recommendations.

Recommendation 1

(the degree be awarded subject to satisfactory completion of the other components of the program)

Recommendation 2

(the degree be awarded, subject to satisfactory completion of the other components of the program, provided that the passages and textual errors identified in my report are revised or corrected to the satisfaction of the Head of School)

If you make recommendation 2, please indicate in your report the minor changes and corrections that should be made by the candidate before the professional research component report is accepted.  Your report will be used to provide guidance to the candidate in making the changes, and to the Head of School in determining that the changes are satisfactory.

Recommendation 3

(the degree not be awarded but that the candidate be permitted to revise the professional research component report in response to the examiners’ reports and present it for re-examination)

If you make recommendation 3, please state clearly in your report the weaknesses and shortcomings of the professional research component report which led to your recommendation.  Your report will be used to provide guidance to the candidate on how to revise their report for re-examination. 

The Regulation directs that, as far as possible, the revised professional research component report should be examined by the original examiners.  When the revision is almost complete we will approach you to ask if you are prepared to act again.

Recommendation 4

(the degree not be awarded)

If you make recommendation 4, please state clearly in your report the weaknesses and major shortcomings of the professional research component report which led to your recommendation.

Availability of the report

The examiners’ reports are given to the candidate at the conclusion of the examination process.  Please indicate if your name may be revealed to the candidate.

Communication with the University during the Examination

You are asked to conduct all communication in relation to the examination through the School of Psychology Administration Officer:

We are able to act on reports sent by facsimile or e-mail, but we ask that you follow up by sending the originals by post to the above address.  Please mark all correspondence and the envelope “confidential”.

Return of the Thesis
Please return the thesis to the School of Psychology Administration Officer at the address given above.  It is acceptable to return the thesis by surface mail.

Comments on the Examination process
We welcome constructive comments and advice on our examination processes, and encourage you to provide them to the Examinations Officer HDR or the Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research) at the address given above.
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